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AUGUST    27,    1794. 

HIS  day-  the  court  met,  when  Robert  Watt  was  put  to  the 
bar,  in  order  to  be  arraigned. 

Mr.  Knapp,  clerk  of  arraigns,  called  upon  the  prifoner  by  his 
name,  and  defired  him  to  b.old  up  his  right  hand,  which  he  did. 
Mr.  Knapp  then  read  the  bill  of  indiftment  which  the  grand  jury 
had  found  againft  him,  to  the  following  purport  : 

It  charges  the  faid  Robert  Watt,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  in 
his  heart,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  his  allegiance,  but  being  mov- 
ed and  feduced  by  the  in  (ligation  of  the  devil,  as  a  falfe  traitor 
againft  the  king,  his  fupreme,  lav/ful,  and  undoubted  fovereign, 
and  wholly  withdrawing  the  cordial  love  and  due  and  true  obedi- 
ence, fidelity  and  allegiance,  which  every  true  and  faithful  fubjeft 
ought  to  bear  tovi^ards  him,  and  wickedly,  maiicioufly,  and  traitor- 
oufly  devifing,  contriving,  and  intending  to  break  and  difturb  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  change,  fubvert, 
and  overthrow  the  government  happily  eftabhfhed  therein,  and  to 
ufurp,  afliime,  and  take  upon  himfelf,  together  with  other  falfe 
traitors,  the  power  of  government  within  the  kingdom,  and  to  ex- 
cite, move,  and  raife  rebellion  againft  the  king,  within  thi«  king- 
dom, to  depofe  and  put  down  the  king  from  the  royal  ftate,  title, 
power,  and  government  of  the  kingdom,  and  him  to  death  to  put 
and  bring.  With  having  maiicioufly,  wickedly,  and  traitoroufly 
met,  ccnfulted,  confpired,  and  agreed  to  caufe  and  procure  meet- 
ings to  be  held  within  this  kingdom,  under  the  name  of  conven- 
tions, for  the  purpofes  of  ufurping  and  affuming  the  powers  and 
government  of  legiflation,  in,  for,  and  over  the  kingdom,  of  ef- 
fefting  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  tlefting  members  of  parhament 
or  obliging  the  king  againft  his  v/ill,  to  change  certain  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  adminiftration  of  the  kingdom,  of  raifing  an  infnrrec- 
tion,  of  obhging  the  king  to  adopt  certain  laws  which  they  wifhed, 
of  confulting  concerning  thefeizing  upon  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh 
by  force,  with  pikes,  guns,  battle-axes,  &c.  and  alfo  upon  the  ex- 
cife-office  and  banks,  of  feizing  upon  the  lord  juftice  clerk,   lords 
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of  jufticiary  and  feffion,  and  lord  provofl:  of  Edinburgh,  of  agree- 
ing to  be  aiding  in  thefe  confpiracies,  and  of  inftigating  other  per- 
fons  to  affift  him  in  carrying  the  fame  into  execution;  of  buying 
and  procuring  to  be  made,  divers  pikes,  fpears,  battle-axes,  &c.  for 
the  above  purpofes,  of  raifing  and  levying,  and  caufing  to  be  raif- 
ed  and  levied,  money,  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  himfelf  and  his 
aflbciates,  with  writing  and  publifliing  wicked  addreffes,  advifing 
the  fubjefts  of  the  king  to  fubfcribc  money,  employing  John  Fair- 
ley  to  diftribute  the  fame,  and  to  perfuade  the  people  to  give  affii- 
rances  to  him  of  fupport,  to  inform  of  how  many  they  might  de- 
pend upon,  to  perfuade  the  people  to  fend  money  to  David  Dow- 
nie,  and  to  purchafe  pikes,  &c.  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  them- 
felves,  and  with  employing  William  Brown  and  Robert  Orrock  to 
make  pikes,  &c.  and  caufe  them  to  be  made  for  the  above  purpo- 
fes, and  which  when  made,  were  concealed  in  the  houfe  of  the  faid 
Robert  Watt. 

After  the  indiftment  was  read  over,  Mr.  Knapp  afl<ed  Mr. 
Watt  what  he  had  to  fay  to  it,  and  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not 
guilty  ?  To  which  the  prifoner  replied.   Not  guilty. 

Mr.  Knapp.     How  will  you  be  tried  ? 

Prifoner.     By  God  and  my  country. 

Mr.  Knapp.     God  grant  you  a  good  deliverance. 

Lord  Juftice  Clerk  aflced  the  'counfei  for  the  prifoner  if  he  had 
any  motion  to  make  ? 

Mr.  Archibald  Fletcher  faid,  that  he  wiihed  Mr.  Robert  Cullen 
to  be  appointed  fenior  couniel  to  affift  him  in  the  defence  of  Mr. 
Downie,  in  place  of  Mr.  John  Clerk. 

This  the  court  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Robert  Hamilton,  counfel  for  Mr*  Watt,  faid,  that  as  he 
obferved  a  perlon  of  the  name  of  Kennedy,  in  the  lift  of  witnefles 
againft  his  client,  and  as  he  underftood  he  would  be  a  very  materi- 
al witnefs  for  the  prifoner,  he  wifhed  to  know  from  the  counfel  for 
g  y/f  the  crown,  whether  Kennedy  was  to  be  brought  forward. 

y^lx/ft-t^  Mr.  Anftruther,  for  the  crown,  faid,  that    eveiy   exertion    had 


been  ufed,  both  in  England  and  Scotland  to  get  hold  of  Kennedy, 
but  hitherto  without  effetl. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  delaying  the  trial 
till  Kennedy  could  be  found  ;  but  this  Mr.  Anftruther  oppofed, 
afluring  the  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  that  if  they  would  inform 
where  Kennedy  was,  they  ftiould  not  be  deprived  of  his  evidence  ; 
for  that,  if  the  king's  counfel  knew  where  he  was,  Mr.  Anftruther 
promlfed  to  have  him  brought  forward. 

Mr.  Fletcher  then  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have  it 
fixed,  which  of  the  prifontrs  fhould  be  firft  brought  to  trial. 

The  lord  advocate  faid,  Mr.  Watt  was  the  pcrfon  firft  meant  to 
be  tried. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  Wednefday  next. 


('    5     ) 

SEPTEMBER      5. 

Mr.  Knapp,  clerk  of  arraigns,  proceeded  to  call  the  jury,  feve-  ' 

ral  of  whom,  in  confequence  of  the  peremptory  challenge  wliich  the 
Englifh  law  affords,  the  prifoner  objefled  to  ;  at  lalt  a  jury  of 
twelve  citizens  was  iworn  in an<l  impannelled.  f/  ,.     >. 

Mr.  Knapp  recapitulated  to  the  jury  the  heads  of  the  indiftment,    fvYlCjifj/'^ 
particularizing  the  different  overt-a^Pts  of  treafon  of  which  the  pri-  ,       /   '■ 

foner  was  accufed.  f'~'/  ^ /v 

Mr.  Dundas  then  rofe,  and  opened  the  pleadings,  by  addreffing  l-^Uj  fMiXLA-^^^, 
the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  profecution.     He  iaid,  that  as  the  clerk  j 

of  arraigns  had  read  the  fubftance  of  the  indiftment,  it  would  be  i 

unneceffaiy  for  him  to  recapitulate  it  fully.  He  would  only  no- 
tice, that  it  ftated  the  defendant  having ^held  a  private  correfpon- 
dence  for  the  purpofe  of  procuriiio"  and  cltablifliing  a  meetmg  cal- 
led aconvention,  under  ttie  prtiience  inde.ed  ot  obtaining  a  reforml 
but  really  tor  the  purpcle  ot  ufuioing  the  povi'Crs  of. government, 
uiougn  they  lometimes  laid  it  war,  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  their  fup-' 
pofed  grievances.  The  indiftraent  alfo  charges  him  with  having 
a  {lifted  in  procuring  arms,  which  no  doubt  were  to  be  employed 
againft  the  government  of  the  country  ;  and  finally^  the  prifoner 
has  confulted  on  mealures  to  overawe  the  legillature,  and  endanger 
the  perfon  of  the  king. 

Mr.  Anftruther  faid,  it  is  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  ftatc 
of  the  charge  which  the  council  for  the  crown  now  bring  againft 
the  prifoner  at'  the  bar. — He  remarked,  that,  fuch  had  been  the 
peace,  the  happinefs,  and  the  profpei  ity  of  this  country,  and  the 
Conftitution  under  which  wc  live,  that  the  law  of  treafon  lives  only 
in  our  remembrance  :  nor  havewe^jeen^njnftance  or'its'exercile" 
_for  half  a  century.  He  faid,  he  would  fliortlyltate  whaFthe  law 
isj  and'wliat  are  the  crimes  which  conftitute  a  breach  of  it. 

I  profefs  not,  faid  he,  to  poffefs  thofe  powers  of  oratory,  for 
which  fome  are  fo  famed,  but,  if  I  did,  I  fliould  abftain  from  exer- 
cifing  them  on  the  prefent  occalion  ;  for,  I  know  I  fhould  ill  per- 
form that  duty  I  owe  to  my  fovereign,  whom  I  ferve,  if  I  attempt- 
ed to  inflame  your  pafGons,  or  miflead  your  judgment,  againft  the 
perfon  now  at  the  bar.  I  fhall,  therefore,  give  you  a  plain  fimple 
ftatement. 

Mr.  Anftruther  then  ftated,  that  at  the  time  of  the  union  of 
England  and  Scotland,  it  was  judged  proper  that  the  law  of  treafon 
fhould  be  the  fame  in  both  countries  ;  for  as  it  was  then  brought 
about  that  we  fhould  have^one  fovereign,  to  whom  we  owed  the 
fame  allegiance  and  duties,  it  wasjtherefore  determined,  that  in 
fliis^Te^eftwejfhould~haye  thelame  law;  and,  gentlemen,  give 
me  leliTe  to  remind  you,^  Tt  was  a  beneficent  aft  that  extended  t,he 
Englifh  lavv  of  treafon  to  this  countrvjjpr  that  exifting  here  before 
"that  ]>eriod  was  infinitely  jnore  feyere".  Vhe  law  of  treaf^bn  lies  in 
little  compalsTand  it  has  exifted  in  England  fince  Edward  III.  and 


(     6     ) 


M\> 


wai!  rediiced  to  a  certainty,  which  has  little  varied  fince  that  period. 

It  ftates  three  fpecies  of  treafon  ;  compaffing  and  imagining  the 
death  of  the  ting ;  levying  war  againft  him  ;  and  adhering  to  his 
enemies  ;  and  whoever  is  guilty  of  thefe,  is  guilty  of  treafon. 

The  offence  charged  is  compaffing  and  imagining  the  death  of 
the  king.  Tlie  aft  charges  not  the  offence  done,  but  the  intention 
of  the  perfon,  viz.  that  of  compaffing  the  death  of  the  king.  The 
law  has  been  careful,  becaufe  the  law  knows  the  danger  of  allowing 
fuch  intention  to  be  carried  into  effeft  ;  but  while  the  law  is  thus 
fcrupulous  in  preferving  the  life  of  the  king,  it  is  equally  careful  in 
preferving  the  life  of  the  fubjef): ;  and  though  it  lays  compaffing 
and  imagining,  yet  it  is  not  upon  loofe  grounds,  for  the  aft  of  Ed- 
ward fpecifies  the  rnanner  to  be  by  open  deed. 
^^An  oyert-aftis  the  mean  ufed  to  effeftuatethe  purpofe  of  mind; 
but  though  you  have  thus  heard  of  compaffing  and  imagining  the 
death.qf  th^  king,  you  are  not  to  fuppofe  I  muft  flate  a  direft  aft 
of  attempting  to  poifon  or  deftroy  the  king.  I  muft  prove  to  you 
the  means  which  the  perfon  has  ufed  to  obtain  his  end  ;  but,  as  I 
wifh  you  take  no  conftruftion  of  mine,  therefore  I  will  lay  before 
you  the  opinion  of  the  moft  celebrated  judges  upon  the  law  of  trea- 
fon. Here  Mr.  Anftruther  fhated  a  variety  of  law  authorities.  One 
author,  he  obferved,  fays  the  law  is  not  confined  to  direft  attacks  on 
his  life,  but  to  the  means  whereby  the  life  of  the  fovereign  may  be 
endangered  :  that,  therefore,  entering  into  meafures  to  get  his  per- 
fon into  cuftody  are  overt-afts,  becaufe  they  are  means  whereby  his 
life  may  be  endangered.  If  I  can  bring  any  thing,  by  which  the 
king's  perfon  and  life  were  endangered,  I  call  that  high  treafon. 
Lord  chief  juftice  Hale  fays,  if  the  confpiracy^e  what  muft  induce 
it,  that  is  compaffing  the  death  of  the  king.  Sq,  if  a  confpiracy 
is  proved  againft  the  priioner,  which  would  have  endangered  the 
life  of  the  king,  that  is  what  this  judge  defines  high  treafon. 

If  I  make  out  a  charge  againft  the  prifoner,  that  he  intended  le- 
vying war  againft  the  king,  to  force  him  to  do  a  particular  thing, 
that  is  compaffing  the  death  of  the  king  ;  for,  as  a  learned  judge 
fays,  he  that  fights  againft  the  king,  muft  know  that  it  puts  his  per- 
fon in  danger :  or,  if  I  fhow  a  defign,  which  cannot  be  carried  with- 
out evident  danger  to  the  king,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  find  the 
crime  of  treafon.  If  a  confpiracy  be  formed  to  levy  war  againft  the 
three  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  how  can  that  be  carrried  on  without 
endangering  the  life  of  his  majefly  ? — It  is  an  overt-aft  of  treafon 
wherever  the  defign  cannot  be  carried  into  cffeft  without  apparent 
danger  to  the  king.  Juftice  Hale  fays,  a  confpiracy  to  levy  war* 
againft  the  king,  however  difguifed  under  pretence  of  reftifying 
j£ufes,  cafting  dowa  inclofures,  &c.  muft  be  compaffing  the  death  of 
the  king,  for,  it  is  fajd,  he^^iat  endeavours  to  conquer  the  king, 
cannot  intend  lefs  than  taking  away  his  life. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the  king's  coun- 
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cil  will  prove  that  the  prifoner  had  entered  into  a  confpiracy  to  con- 
quer the  king,  by  levying  war,  to  force  him  to  redrefs  fu^pofed     *>*  '. 
grievances;  and  meetings  to  confult  about  overawing  the  king,  and 
levying  war,  is  an  overt-a6t  of  high  treafon.     1  will  lay  before  you  Jk' 

the  means  ufed  by  the  prifoner  to  accomplifh  his   end ;  and  if  I 
prove  it  a  contpiracy  againft  the  king,  it. is  high  treafon. 

In  a  cafe  brought  before  juftice  Coke,  it  was  faid  there  was  no 
war  levied,  and  therefore  the  confpiracy  to  levy  war  was  i^ot  high 
treafon.     If  there  be  a  defign  to  i-eftrain  his  majefty  by  a  confulta-  ^ 

tion  to  levy  war,  then  it  js  high  treafon.     Jn  the  reigjj  of  Gforgc      /    .^ 
I.  in  the  cafe  of  Lair,  it  was  agreed,  that  a  gpnfpiracy  to  levy  wa.T  aC/JiC/ ' 
was  jiot  high  treafon  ;  but  the  judge  faid,  the  law  is, That  a  conful- 
tation  to  levy  war  againft  the  kmg  is  an  overt-aft  of  high  treafon. 

A  "confpiracy  to  levy  war  has  many  times  been  indifted  as  an 
overt-aft  of  high  treafon.  Here  Mr.  Anftruther  ftated  a  cafe  of  a 
confpiracy,  and  of  the  publifhing  a  paper  propofing  to  feize  the  tow- 
er of  London  and  his  majefty's  minifters,  which  was  confidered  as 
high  treafon,  although  compaffing  the  death  of  the  kingp..was  not 
mentioned  in  the  indiftment. 

The  faft  I  mean  now  to  try,  after  having  thus  ftated  the  law,  is 
fuch  a  confpiracy  or^delign  oa  the  part  of  the  prifoner,  as  might 
have  put  the  king's  life  in  danger.  This  is  not  a  fmall  confpiracy  of 
a  few  indivduals  in  an  obfcure  corner,  but  it  is  a  confpiracy  arifen 
from  fmall  beginnings  under  the  appearance  of  Jeeking  legal  mea- 
fures,  urged  on  by  perfqns  circulating  feditious  papers,  and  by  fe- 
tiitious  focieties  here  and  elfewhere,  and  agreeing  to  ajjdjgli  tQ  be 
carried  into  execution,  which  would  have  deluged  this  country  with 
blood.     Such  is  the  confpiracy  charged  againft  the  prifoner. 

You  know,  gentlemen,  there  have  been  various  focieties  who  af-Oy    '       / , 
fumed  to  themfelves  the  names  of"  Friends  of  the  People."  Their  •^^^^^'^'^ 
firft.  pretended  objeft  was  reform  by  petition  ;  but  whether  they  (Pe^fi<^ 
wifhed  to  obtain  their  caufe  or  be  denied  I  know  not;  but  their  pe- 
tition, however,  did  not  meet  fuccefs.     Soon  after,  a  new  fcheme 
took  place,  and  the  firft  beginning  of  their  plan  will  be  found  in  a     /J y^^t^ 
letter  fent  to  this  country  by  Hardy,  fecretary  to  a  London  foclety,  *ftw^-^ 
where  he  fays,  "  our. petition  has  been  rejeftej  «  our  minds  there- ^ 
fore  muft  li£^  turned  to  fome  other  plan  and  more  eEeSual  means7'      /^y '        ' 


To  this  Skirving  returned  an  anfwer/and  piointedout  his 


which  he  foretells  the  downfall  of 
their 


overnment.     _ 

~and  lio  wonder  they  did  fo, 


r 


convention 

a  convention  in  another  country. 


as 

A- 


they  had  leen  the  effetts  ot 

variety  of  letters  point  out  diftinftly  that  this  convention  Vas  no^ 
to  petition  parliament,  but  to  adt  by  their  own  authority •     Now  it"'" 
I  can  prove  that  "the  defign  was_tp  fuperfede  and  annul  the  govern- 
ment of  this  countiT)  and^controul  all  its  powers.  I  will  certainly 
make  out  a  cafe  of  high  treafon. 

Soon  after  ^this  a  body  met  at  Edinburgh,  who  were  afterwards' 


»ft' 
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joined  by  delegates  from  England,  and  took  the  title  of  Britifli  con- 
vention. If  you  think  their  views  were  pure  and  conftitutional, 
there  is  no  harm;  but  if  othervvife,  that  their  intentions  were  illegal, 
and  to  carry  their  plans  by  force,  then  it  is  neither  more  por  lefs 
than  a  plan  to  fuperfcde  the  Frovernment  and  legiilature  of  this  coun- 
trv/andjet  alide  the  kin^  One  part  "of  "the  initruaions  by  the 
correfponding  iociety  In'  iLondon  to  Margarot  were  to j-gfiit  the  le- 
giflature  of  the  country  in  cafe  they  (hould  do  a  particular  act,  viz". 
to  Itop  certain  meetings  of  the  people.  This  then  is  clearly  a  con- 
fpira_cy  to  re/iftjcinpf.  lords,_and  commons, 
""^rius  fociety  was  dmded  into 


^^^^^ Tedlions  and  diviilons,  and  took  the 

cant  names  v^icR'arTufed  in  the  convention  of  France.     It  nj^  be 
laid  what  liarm  in  ufing  French^phrafes  ?  This  may  abftraae^Jj^e^ 
true,  but  you,  gentlemen,  arTto  judge  of  the  plans  and  views  ot 
men  by  all  that  you  fee  them  do.  Various  motions  were  made  and 
difcuffed  in  this  convention  ;  fomc  for  petitioing  for  reform,  &c. 
but  from  the  moment  they  aiTumed  the  name  of  the  Britifh  conven- 
tion, all  idea  of  petitioning  parliament  was  laid  afide  ;  and  when  it 
was  evenmentioned  they  paiVed  to"  the  order  ol  the  day,  which 
was   fetting  afide  the  queftion  altogether,   and  therefore   I   can- 
not but  infer  that  fome  other  mode  \;as  intended  :  and  indeed  they 
foon  after  agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  too  bold  even  for  this  focie- 
ty to  publifh.     Among  others  they  refqived  to  pay  no  attention  to 
any  ad  of  parliament  which  they  thought  fhould  militate  againft  the 
people,  and  continue  to  meet  and  refift  till  compelled  bj  fuperior 
force  to  defift.     Every  delegate  was  inltructed  on  his  return  home. 
To  explain  to  his  conftituents  the  neceffity  of  elefting  a  delegate, 
and  eftablifhiug  a  fund  for  another  convention  in  cafes  of  emer- 
gency.    Now  I  will  fhew  you  the  prifoner  agreeing  to  this  refolu- 
■v\4tion,  and  endeavouring  to  carry  it  into  effeft.     This  convention 
l^*was  indeed  difperfed  by  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this  city,  a  gentle- 
*"  man  whofe  honourable,  upright,  and  fteady  conduft,  has  juflly  ob- 
tained him  the  approbation  of  all  good  men;  but  foon  pfter,  a  pro- 
pofal  was  again  made  for  caUing  another  convention  in  England. 
/        ,'-    The  firft  meeting  for  caUing  this  convention  was  held  at  the  Globe 
f,^«4(t^r»«^^^gj.i^^  Lqj^^qj,^  where  it  was  refolved,  to  call  a  convention  to  rule 
for  themfelves,  and  to,  have  no  connexion  with  parliament ;  for, 
-,  "Byfhey,  they  mult  have  a  convention  to  obtain  redrefs  from  thefe 
"plunderers  and  opprefTors.     And  who  were  thofe  oppreflbrs  but  the 
eftates  of  the  kingdom"— king,  lords,  and  commons,  whom  they  thus 
meant  to  fuperfede  in  all  their  functions  ? 

Their  next  meeting  was  held  at  the  Clnlk  Farm,  where  they 
rame  to  fundry  "refolutions  ;  among  others  they  declare^,  that.^r-^ 
tain  a£ls  of parliameat_jhey_wiirm)t^obey,  nor  fubmitjto. — Thefe 
r#)lirtions  clearly  demonftratc,  that  they  meant  to  fuperfede_^he 
fenators  of  the  nJf ion,  whom  th?y  call  the  packed  reprefentativea 
ff  the  people  in  parliament,  and  take  the  go^rnment  Ujpon  them-> 


oy 


Q^Uif--^ 
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Ivc^.  If  you  fiiall  be  of  opinion  tiiat  tliey  meant  to  do  lb,  you 
innot  doubt  but  their  objeft  was  to^etlroy  conipktely  the  cotillig. 
itioii  of  this  country.     I  may  be  told  what  is  all  this  to  the  prifo- 


fclv 
canr 

,  tution  ot  this  country.  1  may  be  told  what  is  all  this  to  the  pv 
ner;  but  it  is  neceifary  I  flioukl  fliew  you,  llrll,  that  there  was  fuck 
a,plan,  and  then  fhew,  that  the  prifoner  was  concerned ;  and  his  con- 
cern in  this  affair  aftoniflies  me  the  more,  becaufe  about  two  years 
ago,  the  prifoner  pretended  to  be  a  zealous  friend  to  government, 
and  had  fome  communication  with  an  illuftrious  charafter,  who 
filled  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ilate.  To  that  refpeftable  charac- 
ter he  then  wrote,  faying,  he  would  be  happy  to  give  information  re- 
fpe£fing  the  focieties  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  and  any  other 
communications  that  might  be  ferviceable  to  government.  To  this 
letter  an  anfwer  was  returned,  Hating  that  fuch  information  as 
ftiould  be  ufeful  to  government  would  be  thankfully  received.  Af- 
ter this,  he  had  fome  correfpondence  with  my  learned  friend-,  the 
lord  advocate,  who  being  fubpcened  by  the  prifoner,  will,  when  call- 
ed upon  give  a  proper  account  of  what  tranfaftions  took  place. 
The  correfpondence,  I  believe,  continued  down  to  the  middle  of 
laft  year.  Some  applications  were  made  by  the  prifoner  to  my 
learned  friend;  what  were  the  nature  of  thefe  apphcations  I  will 
leave  with  his  lordihip  to  fay  when  he  is  called  on. — Prior  to  the 
ceafing  of  this  correfpondence,  however,  the  prifoner  had  refufed  to 
become  a  member  of  one  of  thefe  focieties,  and  certainly  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Britiib  convention  ;  and  unlefs  I  prove  that  he  dc- 
ceeded  to  another  convention,  and  couple  him  with  a  confpiracy  in 
this  country,  he  mufl  be  acquitted  of  that  part  of  the  charge. 

But,  gentlemen,  you  know  it  is  not  necelTary  that  I  prove  every 
aft  charged,  if  I  prove  one  ath  it  is  fufficient.  If  T  prove  he  took 
certain  means  to  effect  the  purpofe  of  his  mind,  1  then  prove  the 
conclufion  of  treafon  againft  him"— After  the  difperfion  of  the  Bri- 
tlfh  convention}  feveral  members  formed  themfelves  into^committge^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  very  views  of  that  meeting.  Of 
this  committee,  the  prifoner  was  a  member,  and  one  of  its  purpo- 
fes  was  to  feleft  delegates  to  another  convention  in  England. 

This  convention  had  alfo  for  its  objett  to  meet  till  oppofed  by 
force,  and  to  colleft  a  fund  for  fupplying  delegates.  The  prifoner 
moved  for  a  cornmitteejof  union^  to  colieft  the  fenfe  of  the  people, 
and  convene  another  Britifli  convention.  He  may  indeed  ftate, 
that  he  had  a  peaceable  meeting  in  view ;  but  1  fhall  fhew  by  evi- 
dence that  fuch  could  not  be  his  objecS; :  becaufe  he  acceeded  to 
the.refolution  of  oppofijig  force,  and  to  meet  till  difperfed  by  force, 
and  to  call  another  convention,  fuch  as  I  have  defcribe'd  a  treachg:i^ 
reus  meeting,  to  overturn  the  government^.  This  ccmvention  feems 
to  have  taken~great  care  of  its  members  ;  its  fecond  refolution  fays 
the  "  ivil!  of  the  conflituent  is  the  conilituent,  therefore,  if  the  re- 
prefentatlve  is  attacked,  it  is  the  duty  of  tlie  conftitnent  to  defend 
Kim  by  nature,  reafon,  and  honour,'' 

B 
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There  was  another  committee  formed,  of  which  Watt  was  alfo  * 
member,    calledj_cornmi«ee_ofjuA2l£iLl^/l?5«f ^  This  was  a  feCret 
Committee  ;    they  kept  no  book,  and  committed  nothing  to  writ- 
ing    It  was  to  tranfaft  all  the  money  matters  of  the  friends  of  the 
people,    and  colleft  funds  for   what  they    called  the   great  caufe.^ 
This  fociety  was  alfo  to  con-efpond  with  the  focieties,  who  are  to 
inform  their  committee  what  number  of  patriots  they  could  depend 
upon,  and  fuch  as  would  fpare  no  pains  in  promoting  the  great 
caufe.    This  committee  confifted  of  five  perfons  only,  to  whoni  all 
the  focieiies  were  to  intrufl  their  money,  and  every  concern.    Up- 
on one  occafion,  this  committee  met  to  anfwet  Hardy's  letter, 
when  Watt  was  prefent ;  and  thus  I  couple  him  both  with  the  firlt 
Britifh  convention  and  the  one  to  be  called. 

The  next  aft  of  this  committee  was  an  attempt  to  feduce  the  fen; 
cibles  in  this  kingdom,  and  excite  commotions  among  the  foldTers. 
'rTeteauate  this  they  circulated  among  the  foldiers  lying  at  Dal- 
keith, a  printed  bill  of  a  m_oiLwjcked  tendency.  Thetypes  of  thu 
bill  were  found  in  Watt's  houfe.^anaTwijltrace  copies  of  it  from 
his  hands  to  the  perfon  who  aftually  diftributcd  them.  _ 

But  here  comes  another  plan  which  Watt  propofed  and  read  m 
the  committee,  in  the  night  time  a  fire  was  to  be  lighted  at  the  ex- 
cife  office,  to  attack  the  foldiers  from  the_caftle,  and  when  they  were 
to  march  down  the  ftreet  to  Mln  extinguifhing  it,  then  were  the 
friends  of  the  people  to  attack  and  maffacre  them  with  thofc  deadly 
inftruments.  This  done,  the  caftk  was  to  be  taken  pofTeffion  of,  to- 
'  gether  with  the_banks  and  all  j)ubHc^ogc^i— -The  judges  an^jna^ 
giftrates  v/ere  then  to  be  feized,and  imprifoncd  ;  and  when  aU  this 
was  accomplifhed,  a  proclamationwas  to  be  iftued,  ordering  all  far- 
mers to  bring  their  grain  immediately  to  market,  and  ordering  that 
no  country  gentlemen  ihould  go  three  miles  from  home,  all  under 
the  penalty  of  death.  This  was  to  be  followed  by  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  ordering  him  to  difmifs  his  minifters,  and  diffolve  the  parli- 
ament. 

Now,  gentlemen,  all  this  I  will  clearly  prove  ;  and  if  I  do,  furely 
there  can  remain  no  doubt  that  the  plan  of  this  prifoner  was  to  over- 
throw the  government,  and  put  the  kings  life  in  danger.  I  need 
fcarcely  add,  that  before  this,  the  friends  of  the  people  were  to  be 
all  armed. — Thefe  fads  he  had  found  it  incumbent  on  him  to  ftate  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time,  he  requefted  the  jurymen  not  to  allow  his  ob- 
feivatioa  to  fway  their  judgment,  but  to  throw  them  out  of  their 
,  recolkaion  till  they  were  fubftantiated  by  the  evidence  now  to  be 
•dducedt  ~" " 

EVIDENCE    FOR.    THE    CROWN.  ^■ 

Edward  Lauzon,  king's  mefTenger,  depofed,  that  he  knew  Mr. 
Hardy,  fecretary  to  the  London  correfponding  fociety,  and  feized 
fome  papers  in  his  houfe  in  London, 
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Mr.  Hamilton  ftated,  that  he  undcrflood  it  to  be  kw,  that  no 
proof  can  be  adduced  to  any  extraneous  matter  not  in  the  indi6l- 
ment  till  fuch  time  as  an  overt-a6t  can  be  eftabhihed. 

Mr.  An  ft  rather  anfwered,  that  before  he  could  prove  Mr.  Watt 
to  be  acceflfary  to  a  confpiracy,  he  muft  prove  that  fuch  a  confplra- 
ey  did  exift,  and  then  he  Would /liew  that  Watt  was  concerned. 
-_Mr.  Harnilton  faid,  a  plot  in  England  is  not  the  fame  charge 
with  a  plot  in  Scotland,  which  Mr.  Watt  is  charged  to  have  been 
concerned  with. 

Mr.  Anftruther  rephed,  it  is  ftated  a  plot  did  exift,  and.  I  will 
prove,  perhaps  by  evidence  from  England,  that  a  plot  in  which 
Walt  was  concerned,  exiileJ  m  Scotland.  (The  objeftion  was 
over-ruled  by  the  court.) 

This  witnefs  then  faid,  he  found  fome  papers  in  Hardy's  houfe, 
among  which  was  a  letter  figued  lVMa?n  SLirving,  dated  25th  May, 
^793 — another,  dated  loth  June,  1792:  alfo  a  printed  letter, 
figned  r.  Hardj. 

Mr.  Scott,  proairator-fifcal,  ftated,  that  Mr.  Skirving  and 
others,  of  the  Britifti  convention,  were  apprehended  on  4th  De- 
cember, 1793  5  and  feveral  papers  were  found  in  Skirving's  houfe. 
Here  the  witnefs  identiiied  feveral  papers,  fome  of  which  were  ad- 
drefled  to  Margarot,  Gerald,  and  Skirving ;— alfo,  inftruftions 
from  the  London  correfponding  fociety  for  conftitutional  informa- 
tion ; — feveral  letters  from  Hardy,  See. — Inftruftions  for  citizen 
Gerald,  0&,  24,  i  793.  Mr.  Scott  then  ftated  the  circumftancea 
refpefting  Margarot  and  Gerald  being  apprehended,  and  the  pa- 
pers found  on  them. 

He  next  mentioned  his  having  been  prefent  when  the  convention 
was  difperfed  at  the  Crofs-caufeway,  in  December  laft.  He  fpeci- 
fied  a  letter  of  Skirving's  hand-writing,  dated  in  May,  1793,  ad- 
drelTed  to  Thomas  Hardy,  London.  It  acknowledged  a  former 
letter,  which  he  fays  would  be  laid  before  the  fociety.  It  fays, 
"  I  know  no  more  fervice  I  can  do  to  my  country  than  promote 
the  union  you  fo  much  defire.  We  are  the  people  themfelves,  and 
the  people  can  both  a&.  and  fpeak  foTTIIemTelves.  When  the  ta- 
bernacles of  anarchy  and  ariftocracy  arebrojcen^owru_  then  will 
jwe^without  tear,  "]ir£Q_our  fabnconreedom .  If  you  go  no  far- 
ther than  meeting  in  feparate  towns,  you  wTll  do  no  more  than 
fhew  yourfelves  the  tool  of  a  faftion."  A  variety  of  other  circura- 
ftances  are  noticed. 

,  Johft  Taylor,  Fleet-ftreet,  London,  faid,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  London  correfponding  fociety,  and  knows  T.  Hardy,  the  fe- 
cretary,  and  knows  his  hand-writing,  which  he  now  fees  upon  a 
paper,  entitled,  certificate  of  Gerald's  ekahn.  Several  other  letters 
were  alfo  ftiewn,  which  he  faid  were  Hardy's  wnting.  He  faid, 
the  London  correfponding  fociety  was  a  large  body  divided  into 
divifions,  amounting  to  fourteen.     A   general  committee  met  on 
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Thurfday.  A  committee  of  emergency  was  formed  m  May  laft. 
A  •^^eneral  tneetiag  was  held  in  January  laft,  about  a  thoufandper- 
fOn'^prefent;  fo  great  was  the  crowd  that  the  floor  gave  way. 
Ore  Martin  was  chaliman.  Refolutiotis  were  agreed  to,  and  af- 
terwards printed.  One  fpeaker  propofed,  that  the  permanent 
committee  fliould  meet  every  day,  *<id  diftnbute  hand-bills  ;  and, 
in  cafe  the  habeas  corpns  acifhouldbe  repealed,  the  fociety  (IwuUl 
repel  force  by  force.  Jrle  received  a  copy  of  the  reiolutions  of  the 
Inesting  irora  a  perl'on    n^.med  "  Moore,"  and  now  fees  it  on  the 

He  rememl>prs  ^  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  two  miles  from  Lon- 
t^on,  whe  '^-^re  alpout    two  thoufand   people.     A    perfon 

nam'ed  "  -  -as  iii  the  chair.     Some  refolutions  were  read. 

They  we  ^aratfeh;,  and  all  carried,  and  printed.     He  re- 

c-^'-.'rd  '--r---  .  H-rdv,  ia  May,  at  a  meeting  of  the  feconddi- 

.    efponding  fcciety.     The  witnefs  ftated  a 
ne  refolutions.     The  one  fays,    the    con- 
'■ht Charles  I.  to  the  fcafFold,  and  expel- 
om  the  throne  ;  therefore,  refolved,  X:^ 
■theprefcfii  minijlr^}  ■-Tr--  •■uiIi'^!ofJ)[zb  treqfon.     The  exprefiion  in  the 
'"otniris^  "''~TFierefji^""n^.T^^  whether  they  arc 

not  guiltvof  high  treafon."  An  hundred  thoufand  of  the  refolu- 
tions at  the  Globe  tavern  were  printed,  and  two  hundred  thoufand 
of  thofe  at  Chalk  Fann  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  Depones,  he 
has  heard  of  military  divifions,  and  once  faw  a  young  _  man  named 
"  Oxley,"  who  had  a  flick  of  a  particular  conftruciion,  fitted  to 
allow  an  initrument  to  be  fcrewed  on  the  end  ;  and,  when  he  pro- 
duced it,  he  faid  he  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  military  in  Lon- 
don, and  fcill  meant  to  continue  in  that  line.  And  he  knew  where 
others,  fuch  as  this  could  be  found,  but  was  boiind  not  to  divulge 

it. 

Crofs-examined. — He  faid  he  took  memorandum.s  for  his  own  in- 
fornvatit-n,  becaufe,  being  feduced  to  be  a  member  at  firft,  imagin- 
inr;  their  objc<5l  was  reform,  and  afterwards  difcovering  it  to  be 
very  different,  he  thought  thefe  notes  might  be  ofufe  in  cafe  he 
fhould  be  called  on,  Avhich  he  afterwards  was,  being  fe'nt '  for  to 
the  fecrttary  of  Hate's  office. 

Edward  Gattard,  clerk  to  Mr.  Wickham,  magiftrate  in  Lon- 
don, attended  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  Loudon  correfponding 
fociety,  where,  by  a  converfation  in  April,  he  underftood  a  con- 
vention was  to  be  formed,  and  the  people  were  to  arm  to  defcnd  the 
convention,  as  the  citizens  in  jParis  proteft  the  convention  there. 

Crofs-examined.  He  faid,  he  became  a  member  of  thefe  focie- 
ties  in  confequence  of  fome  curious  language  he  heard  at  the  meet- 
ing at  the  Chsilk  Farm,  where  he  was  by  invitation  from  one  of  the 
members. 


{    n   ) 

Alexander  Atchinfon,  late  goldfmith,  deponed,  that  he  was  a 
sTiember  of  the  Britifli  convention,  and  affiftant  Secretary  to  Mr. 
Skirving,  and  wrote  a  confiderabie  part  of  the  mlnvites,  which  he 
now  knows  ;  and  has  fecn  the  lame  papers  before  in  the  court  of 
judiciary:  that  feveral  perfons  gave  him  alliilance  in  writing  the 
minutes,  among  others,  George  Rofs.     He  recollects  a  motion  by    ^        a/  / 

Mr.  Callender,  which  cauftd  fome  obfcrvation,  and  was  referred  to  /->  ^Tyt^*-'^'^-^ 
a  committee.     Mr.  Sinclair  moved   an  amendment,  in  whicli   the 
covention  declare,   before  God  and  tiie  world,   that  they  will  imi- 
tate the  wholefome  example  of  former  times,  by  oppofing  any  ftep 
that  fliali  militate  ag^inft  tlie  people,  ic. 

[Here  the  witnefs  read  part  of  liie  minutes,  which  concluded 
with  thefe  words,  "  Here  the  members  ftood  up,  and  folemnly 
pafl'ed  the  following  motion. "J 

Deponed,  That  he  knows  Mr.  Wuttj  and  that  In  January  lafl:, 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  committee  of  union  :  That  the 
convention  was  difperfed  in  December,andthecommitteewasformed 
in  January.  The  committee  was  to  prclci  ve  union  among  the  friends 
of  reform.  The  friends  of  the  people  met  occafionally  to  keep  up  a 
correfpondence  about  the  plan  of  reform  propofed  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and  the  duke  of  Richmond  ;  and  that  Mr.  Watt  was  a  member, 
and  he  himfelf  was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  emergency  for 
the  p'urpofe  of  paying  debts  ;  and  has  heard  it  fald,  it  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  the  expences  of  delegates  for  a  convention  to  be 
held  in  England.  This  convention  was  for  the  famepurpofes  and 
objefts  as  the  former.  Mr.  Bonthorn  was  a  member  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  convention.  The  purpofes  the  convention  had  in  view  were 
the  fame  which  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  had  in  view 
twelve  years  ago.  Deponed,  that  he  has  heard  out  of  doors 
fomething  of  arms,  but  cannot  name  any  perfon  who  fald  fo  :  that 
he  has  feen  a  pike  in  George  Rofs's ;  that  he  faw  two  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  a  blackfmlth ;  that  the  committee  of  union  met  in  Rofs's. 
Depones,  that  he  has  heard  of  arming  the  people,  but  cannot  fay 
particularly  by  whom  he  heard  it. 

He  thinks  it  was  about  the  time  when  earl  Stanhope  delivered 
his  fpeech  about  introducing  foreign  troops.  Some  fald  they 
would  as  readily  arm  agalnft  the  French  as againfl  other  foreigners; 
others  fald  they  ought  to  arm  In  defence  of  liberty  ;  but  cannot 
fay  who  were  the  pei-fons  that  fald  fo.  There  were,  perhaps,  five 
or  fix  prefent  when  the  converfation  took  place  ;  It  was  the  com- 
mon talk  of  the  day.  He  cannot  fay  what  the  particular  conver- 
fation was  which  he  had  vrith  Mr,  Watt,  the  night  the  fub-com- 
mlttee  was  appointed  in  January,  and  cannot  recoUeft  any  conver- 
fation in  the  committee — that  he  had  been  {vi,  Mr.  Watt's  houfe, 
but  cannot  recolledl  the  preclfe  converfation. 

Court.  Did  any  converfation  pafs  between  you  and  the'  prlfoner 
about  arms  ? — Anf.  Never.     He  only  faid,  that  fomething  o/  ini- 
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portancc  was  on  the  carpet,  M-hich  would  come  before  the  pubh'c 
or  the  world.  This  was  about  the  time  of  lord  Stanhope's  fpeech 
concerning  arming  the  people. 

Court.     What  were  your  reafons  for  abfenting  from  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  ? — Anf.  Becaufe  I  heard  that  fome  fecret 
bufinefs  was  to  come  before  the   committee,  but  cannot  fay  from 
•  whom  I  learned  this. 

Court. — How  did  you  learn  this? — Wit.  I  took  it  for  granted 
it  was  fo. 

Court.  Did  you  never  give  a  different  account  of  your  conver- 
fation  with  Watt,  than  what  you  now  do  ? — Wit.  I  never  did,  or 
if  I  did,  it  certainly  was  not  true. 

Mr.  Erfldne,  faid,  he  did  not  think  it  competent  by  the  law  of 
Scotland  to  queftion  a  witnefs  upon  that  fubjetl:. 

Mr.  Anftruther,  ftated  the  law  of  England  to  be  othervi'ife. 

The  lord  prefident  faid,  the  law  of  Scotland  was  certainly  as  Mr. 
Erfldne  had  ftated,  butwath  refpeft  to  England,  he  apprehended 
it  was  different,  and  hinted  to  Mr.  Anftruther,  that  it  would^bc 
better  ':o  avoid  that  in  future. 

Mr.  Anftruther  faid,  he  would  take  the  hint,  and  would  not 
have  done  it  in  this  cafe,  had  not  the  witnefs  afted  in  the  very  ex- 
traordinary manner  he  bad  done ;  but  he  would  now  requeft  the 
jury  to  lay  his  evidence  out  of  their  view. 

George  Rofs,  late  of  the  Gazetteer  office,  depones,  That  he 
knows  the  prifoner,  and  has  feen  him  in  his  own  houfe  about  the 
end  of  the  laft  or  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year.  There  was  a 
committee,  which  began  to  meet  in  his  houfe  about  the  above  pe- 
riod ;  Downie,  Mac  Ewen,  Orrock,  and  Watt,  were  of  that  com- 
mittee, which,  he  thinks,  was  called  the  committee  of  union.  They 
went  into  a  private  apartment.  There  were  two  committees;  a 
fmaller  one  met  at  one  time,  and  a  larger  one  at  another.  They 
met  once  a  week,  and  continued  till  Downie  and  Watt  were  ap- 
prehended, and  at  that  time  the  witnefs  left  Edinburgh. 

One  Bonthorn,  a  teacher,  attended,  and  Mr.  Stoke  was  once  or 
twice  there.  After  the  convention  was  difperfed,  two  focieties 
continued  to  meet  ;  one  in  Symon's-fquare,  the  other  in  his  houfe. 
In  Symon's-fquare,  about  feventy  people  met.  Depones,  That 
he  does  not  know  Mr.  Hardy;  but  once  wrote  to  him:  that  he  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Hardy  fome  printed  papers,  figned  T.  Hardy, 
which  Mr.  Stoke  brought  to  him.  Thefe  were  fent  to  different 
perfons  belonging  to  the  focieties  in  the  country,  viz.  in  Perth, 
Paifly,  Strathaven,  Dundee,  Sec.  The  one  fent  to  Perth  was  direft- 
«d  to  Walter  Miller,  the  one  to  Strathaven  to  John  Wilfon. 

Alexander  Mitchell,  manufacturer  in  Strathaven,  being  fliewn 
a  letter,  acknowledged  he  wrote  it  in  anfwer  to  a  printed  letter 
figned  Hardy,  fent  him  regarding  a  convention.  In  confequence 
of  that  letter,  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  was  lield,  and  a  delegate 
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rliofen  to  the  convention.     His  letter  was  direftcd  to  T.  Hardy, 
London,  and  announced  that  a  delegate  waa  chofen. 

William  Lockharr,  fheriff's  chamber,  faid,  he  went  to  fearch 
the  hoiife  of  Mr.  Watt  for  fome  goods,  which  were  fecreted,  be- 
longing  to  a  bankrupt.  In  the  fearch  he  found  fome  pikes.  He 
made  a  fecond  fearch  the  fame  week,  May  15,  and  found  fome 
more  in  a  clofet.  The  witnefs  produced  the  pikes,  and  put  two 
of  them  on  a  fhelf  which  was  alfo  found  in  the  prifoner's  houfc 
and  canied  to  the  (heriff's  chamber.  The  witnefs  alfo  found  the 
types  of  a  hand-bill,  which  he  likewife  carried  to  the  (heriff's  cham- 
ber. 

William  Middleton,  fhefifF's  officer,  on  15th  May  laft,  fearched 
the  houfe  of  Orrock,  fmith,  at  Dean,  and  alfo  fearched  Mr.  Watt's 
where  he  found  fome  pikes,  and  fome  types  fet  up.     In  Mr.  Or- 

rock's  houfe  he  found  33  pikes,  fome  finiflied,  and  fome  not 

Here  th.e  witnefs  fhewed  the  pikes,  and  deponed,  that  they  were 
found  in  the  fmithy. 

James  Walker,  in  the  fheriff  clerk's  office,  depones,  that  he  faw 
a  form  of  types  in  the  fheriff  clerk's  office  in  May  laft  :  faw  an  im- 
prclfion  taken  of  them  at  Campbell  Denovan's  printing-office  ;  and 
being  fhown  a  copy,  depones,  that  it  is  the  fame  impreffion, 

Mr.  fheriff  Clark  faid,  That  upon  the  15th  May,  Mr.  Lockhart 
brought  a  pike  to  his  office.  A  warrant  was  then  granted  to 
fearch  Watt's  houfe,  and  he,  the  witnefs,  went  there ;  where  in 
an  upper  room  he  found  in  a  clofet  a  form  of  types,  two  lines  of 
which  he  could  read  ;  the  one,  Dundee,  April  12  1794,  the  other, 
for  other  purpofe  you  were  enlifted. 

James  Somervell,  printer,  faid  he  took  off  an  impreffion  from  a 
form  of  types  which  he  got  from  the  fheriff  in  May  laft,  and  inden- 
tified  a  copy  of  it. 

William  Watfon,  Dalkeith,  faid  he  thinks  he  once  faw  the  pan- 
nel  in  his  own  houfe,  which  is  farther  down  the  ftreet  than  the 
North  bridge  ;  that  Mr.  Downie  fent  him  there.  It  was  about  the 
beginning  of  fummer.^  Recolleds  a  fencible  regiment  at  Dalkeith, 
and  it  was  about  the  time  he  faw  Watt  and  Dcwnie.  He  was  then 
Handing  in  Ritchie's  fliop  door  when  Downie  paffed  ;  and,  having 
heard  of  a  hand-bill  about  the  fencibles,  he  af]<ed  Downie  for  one, 
who  faid,  if  he  would  follow  him,  he  would  gratify  his  curiofitv. 
He  then  took  the  witnefs  to  Vv^'att's  houfe,  where  he  remained' a 
few  minutes,  and  Downie  faid  he  could  not  get  them  there.  He 
then  went  to  a  Mr.  Kennedy's,  who  gave  him  fome  of  thefe  bills. 
Mr.  Downie  defired  him  to  throw  the  parcel  on  the  floor,  and  if 
any  body  aflced  him  where  he  got  it,  he  might  fay  he  found  it. 
He  did  fo,  and  took  it  up  again ;  and  having  carried  it  home,  gave 
thefe  bills  to  fome  of  his  acquaintances,  one  of  them  named  "  John- 
ftone."  The  witnefs  was  a  member  of  the  convention,  and  fecre- 
tery  to  the  fociety  of  the  friends  of  the  people  at  Dalkeith.  . 
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William  Johnftonc  deponed,  that  he  got  a  paper  from  William 
Watfon  about  the  fencibles.     It  was  dated  Dundee. 

James  Sandilands  depones,  that  he  got  a  paper  from  William 
Johnftone,  and  immediately  gave  it  to  ferjeant  Hardy,  of  theearlof 
Hopetown's  fencibles. 

Serjeant  Hardy  deponed,  that  he  got  from  James  Sandilands  a 
feditious  paper  regarding  the  fencibles;  this  was  on  Saturday  loth 
of  May  laft :  the  regiment  was  then  going  to  Liverpool  and 
Whitehaven. — (Here  the  witnefs  identified  the  paper.) 

Arthur  M'Ewan,  Water  of  Leith,  bred  a  weaver,  deponed,  that 
he  was  a  member  of  a  fociety  of  friends  of  the  people  there  ;  was 
as  delegate  to  the  convention  when  they  were  difperfed  ;  after  the 
difperfion  the  fociety  at  Water  of  Leith  continued  to  rheet : 
that  he  was  afterwards  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  of  union  at 
George  Rofs's, — There  were  more  than  twenty  members  prefent. 
They  formed  another  committee,  called  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  purpofe  of  this  meeting 
was  to  coafider  on  a  letter  from  Mr.  Skirving,  which  fald,  as  the 
convention  owed  him  money  he  expefted  they  would  pay  it,  and 
take  care  of  his  wife  and  children.  The  members  were  Watt, 
Stoke,  Downie,  Bonlhorn,  and  himfelf. 

At  the  fecond  meeting,  Watt,  Downie,  Stoke,  Bonthorn  and 
felf  were  prefent.  At  the  third  meeting,  Watt,  Downie,  Bon- 
thorn, Stoke,  and  fclf  were  prefent. 

Quell.  At  this  meeting  was  any  propofal  made  for  feizing  the 
government  ? — Anf.  Mr.  Watt  read  a  paper  for  feizing  on  lord  juf- 
tice  clerk,  the  lords  of  feffion,  and  the  loid  provoft.  A  fire  was  to 
be  lighted  at  the  excifc,  and  when  the-foldiers  were  coming  down, 
the  people  were  to  fall  on  them,  and  to  feize  the  banks.  Thinks 
this  was  to  be  in  the  night  tinie.  There  w^ere  to  be  commifEoners 
to  demand  the  cafh  of  the  banks.  Thinks,  that  Watt  afterwards 
put  the  paper  containing  this  plan  into  a  prefs.  Li  Watt's  own 
room  he  read  a  paper  or  proclamation  to  this  efFeft,  "  defiring 
all  farmers  not  to  remove  their  grain  under  pain  of  death,  and  all 
gentlemen  not  to  go  three  miles  from  their  houfes."  This  was  to 
be  ilTued  immediately  after  the  above  mentioned  attack. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  fame  paper  was  an  addrefs  to  the  king  to 
difmifs  his  minifter,  diffulve  the  parliament,  put  an  end  to  the  war, ' 
or  he  might  abide  by  the  confequenccs  :  that  Watt  ordered  him 
to  accompany  him,  to  Orrock,  when  he  defired  Orfock  to  make 
pikes,  of  which  Orrock  drew  a  model ;  that  Watt  ordered  him  to 
be  bufy  as  hejiad  4CCO  to  fend  to  Perth,  befides  what  was  needed 
for  Edinburgh,  and  as  foon  as  they  were  made,  he  would"  get  his 
money.  The  witnefs  faw  Onock's  fervant  making  one,  and  a  lad 
came  in,  who  aflced  himwhat  was  their  ufe  ?  He  anfwered,  an  inven- 
tion mountingfor  a  gentlemans'  gates  :  that  he  has  feen  John  Fair- 
Icy  at  the  committtee,  and   he  was  told  he  had  been  fent  to  the 
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vreft,  and  the  prifoneL-  was  preTcint  when  Fairley  toid  he  had  vifited 
many  places,  of  which  Watt  took  a  note. 

Fairly  faid,  Paifly  was  i:i  a  ftate  of  ^reat  readiaefs.  The  witnefs 
faid,  when  the  paper  was  read,  he  would  by  no  raea,ns  agree  to  any 
thing  that  would  fned  the  blood  of  his  counti-ymen  :  that  he  heard 
another  letter  read  in  tire  committee  of  waj^'s  and  means ;  has  heard 
of  fome  perfons  called  colieftors  in  the  committee  of  union.  The 
fociety  of  Water  of  Leith  gave  15s,  to  provide  for  Mr.  Skirving's 
family,  to  be  at  the  difpofal  ef  this  committee,  and  f  ^\.  from  Perth. 
[Here  the  witnefs  identified  the  paper  produced  by  Watt.] 

V/illiam  Bonthorn  deponed,  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  fub- 
committee,  or  committee  of  ways  and  means,  but  vi^ithdrew  from 
them  altogether  about  the  17th  of  April.  Watt  attended  that 
committee  and~the  comm.ittee  of  union — agreed  with  the  preceding 
witnefs  M'Ewan,  as  to  the  members  of  the  committee,  of  ways  and 
means. 

Court.  What  made  you  withdraw  from  the  committee  ? — Wir. 
Different  things  that  at  prefent  I  can't  fay.  Being  farther  interro- 
gated, faid,  he  wifhed  the  court  to  aflc  him  no  queftions,  for  he 
remembered  nothing  at  all  of  the  matter ;  there  was  fuch  a  con- 
fuiion  that  it  cut  off  his  whole  recollection.  On  being  told  he  was 
criminal  in  concealing  the  truth,  he  deponed,  that  he  never  heard 
Watt  propofe  a  plan,  but  heard  him  read  a  paper. 

Court.  What  was  the  purport  or  fubftance  of  that  paper  ?  V/It. 
It  went  on  fuch  fuppojfitions  that  I  looked  upon  the  whole  as  a  kmd 
of  frenzy.  It  contained,  fomething  about  feizing  the  caftle,  but 
I  don't  recolleft  any  thing  at  all  about  it.  Being  interrogated, 
what  the  paper  faid  of  that  matter  ?  Deponed,  That  a  number  of 
people  were  to  feize  on  the  caftle,  while  the  foldiers  were  decoyed 
down  by  a  fife  kindled  about  the  regifter  office,  and  likewife  to 
feize  on  the  banks  and  excife  office. 

Court.  Were  there  no  perfons  to  be  feized  ?— Wit.  Don't  re- 
colleft  of  any  perfon  mentioned  to  be  feized.  Taking  polfeffion  of 
the  town  guard  was  alfo  mentioned  in  the  paper. 

Court.  V/ho  was  to  do  this  : — "Wit.  The  people,  if  fo  many 
could  be  collected.     The  paper  upon  the  whole  alarmed  him  much. 

Court.  "What  did  you  fay  on  hearing  it  read  ? — Wit.  Arthur 
M'Ewan  oppofed  the  plan,  and  I  agreed  Vv'ith  hira. 

Court.  What  was  the  bufinefs  of  the  fub-committee  ? — Wit, 
To  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety. 

Court.  Do  you  remember  the  circular  letter  printed  by  the  com- 
mittee r — Wit.  I  favv  the  letter  in  manufcrlpt  z-.  the  committee 
which  met  in  George  Rofs's,  It  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Stoke  ;  the 
other  paper  was  not  read  then,  but  in  "Watt's  houle.  Dees  not 
recoUeft  the  particulars.  Watt  took  It  from  his  pocket,  and,  aftev 
reading  It,  put  It  into  a  prefs  in  the  room.  M'Ewan  and  he  wentr 
home  after  the  committee  difmiiTed. 

C 
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Court.  Did  you  take  any  ftep  after  that,  tofhew  that  you  dlF- 
liked  the  proceedings  ? — Depones  ;  that  the  reading  of  the  paper 
alarmed  him  fo,  that  he  refolved  to  quit  the  meeting  altogether  ; 
and  wrote  an  advertifement  for  the  advertifer  to  that  purport,  which 
was  the  fiibftance  of  that  on  the  table.  It  was  not  fent,  as  at 
that  time  John  Fairly  called  on  the  witnafs,  and  faid  he  was  to 
take  a  jaunt  to  the  weft  country,  and  wanted  him  to  give  fome 
{hillings,  for  which  he  would  account.  The  witnefs  told  him,  he 
had  none,  but  wrote  a  Hue  to  Mr.  Watt,  and  he  gave  him  the , 
money. 

Court,  Where  was  Fairly  going  ? — ^Wit.  To  Falkirk,  to  fee 
his  fifter ;  but  faid  he  had  a  commiffion  from  Watt. 

Court.  Did  you  fee  him  after  his  return  ? — Wit.  Yes,  one 
morning  by  accident ;  he  did  not  fay  where  he  had  been,  nor  whom 
he  faw,  Deponed,  That  he  heard  of  a  printed  letter  which  Hardy 
fent,  but  knows  nothing  of  the  contents ;  an  anfwer  was  fent  to 
Hardy's  letter,  but  does  not  know  the  contents ;  it  was  wrote  by 
Stoke,  and  wBS  to  be  carried  by  himfelf,  he  being  going  to  Lon- 
don in  a  few  days  by  fea — Saw  a  paper  about  the  fencibles,  wrote 
by  Stoke,  and  Watt  was  prefent. 

John  Fairly,  Wright,  faid  he  was  a  member  of  the  Britifh  con- 
vention, and  was  chofen  by  a  fociety  to  be  a  colle6i;or.  Tfcey  col- 
lefted  money  and  fentiments,  becaufe  there  was  a  number  of  peo- 
„ple  warmly  attached  to  the  caufe,  who  could  not  give  their  atten- 
dance, but  gave  money,  while  others  gave  only  their  opinion.  This 
was  fometimes  called  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  where  he  vs^as 
fometimes  prefent  with  Watt.  He  heard  there  were  fome  pikes  got 
ready,  and  was  not  long  acquainted  with  Watt  when  he  (hewed  him 
fome.  They  had  once  fpoke  about  pikes  before,  and  he  (the  witnefs) 
had  arirawingof  onemade  out,  which  he  fliewed  Watt,  who  told  him 
the  pikes  were  intended  for  felf-defence,  and  no  perfon  was  to  get 
them  but  thofe  who  wanted  and  paid  for  them. 

Crown,  Did  you  ever  fay  any  thing  about  your  fear  of  blood- 
flied  ?  Wit.  I  was  expreffing  my  fears  that  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment would  drive  the  people  to  defpair,  and  Mr.  Watt  anfwered 
there  would  be  no  bloodfhed,  for  thofe  who  were  moft  aftive  againll 
the  caufe  of  the  people  would  be  imprifoned.  He  recollefts  Mr. 
Watt  fpeaking  of  foldiers,  on  which  the  witnefs  faid,  that  if  affairs 
came  to  extremities,  he  had  no  fear  of  the  foldiers,  for  he  would  juft 
fpeak  to  them,  and  they  would  be  as  glad  of  fieedom  as  we  can  be. 

Court.  What  do  you  mean  by  freedom,  you  fay  the  foldiers 
would  be  glad  of  it  ? — Wit.  I  mean  annual  eledlion  and  univerfal 
fuffrage. 

The  witnefs  then  faid  it  was  once  mentioned,  that  after  feizing 
the  obnoxious  people  here,  couriers  were  to  be  fent  to  the  country, 
to  announce  what  was  done.  That  Mr.  Watt  once  told  him  he 
would  give  him  fome  of  the  arms  to  fliow  the  coUeftors,  upon  which 
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he  made  fome  objeftions  ;  and  Mr.  Watt  replied  there  could  cer- 
tainly be  no  objections  to  a  merchant  lelliiig  goods  in  his  fhop. 
That  Mr.  Watt  fhewed  him  pikes  in  his  own  houfe,  which  he  wifli- 
ed  him  to  carry  and  fnew  the  collectors. 

Crown.  Why  did  you  not  carry  them  ? — Wit.  Becaufe  none  of 
the  colleftors  ever  aflced  for  them. 

Crown,  was  it  not  your  reafon  that  you  thought  it  dangerous  to 
do  fo  ? — Wit.  I  thought  no  harm  of  it  myfelf,  but  other  people 
might  think  fo,  becaufe  I  war.  diftributing  them  ;  and  the  collec- 
tors might  have  thought  1  wiflied  to  urge  them  upon  them  before 
they  were  aflced.  One  day  I  propofed  going  to  Bo-nefs,  when  Bon- 
thorn  a&ed  me  to  carry  a  letter.  Next  morning  I  called  on  Mr. 
Watt,  and  he  defired  me  to  call  at  Mr.  Campbell's,  hatter,  and  get 
a  parcel,  which  I  did.  It  contained  papers.  Mr.  Watt  faid,  I  would 
know  what  to  do  with  it.  I  went  to  different  places,  viz.  Glafgow, 
Paifly,  Kirkintilloch,  Kilfvtli,  Stirling,  Sec.  and  had  two  papers 
of  Inftruftions  ;  the  one  to  de.Gre  the  fociety  to  fend  Mr  Downie 
their  money,  and  alfo  to  diftribute  papers  :  the  other  to  ail<  what 
number  of  patriots  were  in  the  place.  I  then  went  to  Stirling,  and 
delivered  a  copy  of  thefe  papers  to  all  the  people  I  called  on,  viz. 
Dr.  Forrell;,  in  his  own  houfe  where  were  feveral  others.  Had  no 
direftion  to  Dr.  Forreft,  but  having  heard  of  him,  called  to  aflc 
how  the  fociety  was  flourilliing  there.  Thinks  the  name  of  one  in 
Forreft's  houfe  was  Thompfon  ;  they  all  remained  about  two  hours . 
I  told  them  the  news  in  Edinburgh,  about  what  I  have  already 
mentioned;  arid  drew  a  plan  of  a  pike  on  Forreft's  table. — Then 
left  Stirling,  and  went  to  Mr.  M'Crofs,  a  relief  minifter  at  St.  Ni- 
nan's.  Then  went  to  Kirkintilloch,  and  called  on  Mr.  Anderfon — 
next  to  Paifly,  on  Mr.  Haftie,  a  member  of  the  convention.  Then 
came  to  Edinburgh,  and  went  to  the  committee  of  union,  where 
were  M'Ewan,  Downie,  and  Watt,  to  whom  I  told  what  I  had 
done,  and  returned  the  written  inftruftions  formerly  received, 
to  Mr.  Watt,  as  alfo  a  lift  of  the  towns  and  places,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple where  I  had  been. — Had  alfo  a  paper  on  my  journey,  authorif- 
ing  me  to  call  at  the  focieties.  There  were  feals  at  this  commiffion 
— no  names  ;  but  it  was  faid  it  came  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  This  was  alfo  returned  to  Mr.  Watt.  I  received  a  line 
from  Mr.  Bonthorn  to  Mr.  Watt,  who  gave  me  a  line  to  Mr.  Dow- 
nie, from  whom  I  received  30s.  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  jour- 
ney. 

He  was  now  fliown  a  lift  of  his  own  writing,  and  defired  to  read 

it.    It  run  thus  :  S g,  fupport  by  money  j  C ge  not 

great.    S — pp — t,  as  yet  uncertain. 

Crown.  Why  did  you  keep  thefe  words  blank  ? — Wit.  I  did 
not  like  to  write  them  in  this  lift.  (Here  the  witnefs  was  defired  to 
-explain  them,  and  with  much  feeming  difficulty  at  length  read  them 
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thus  :  Stirling — fapportby  money— Courage  not  great— Support 
as  yet  uncertain.) 

After  this  the  witnefs  faid,  that  he  (hewed  his  connmiiTion  and 
inftruaions  to  Dr.  Forreft,  and  at  all  places  he  called  at.  Thinks 
the  inftrudion  fpoke  fomething  of  a  plan  or  grand  plan. 

Crown.  What  was  that  plan  ? — ^Wit.  It  might  be  what  Mr. 
Watt  was  telling  cie.  It  fpoke  fomething  about  a  committee  of 
fecrecy. 

Crown.  Bid  it  tell  any  thing  about  being  free  ?  Wit.  A^^e,  yes, 
I  think  it  mentioned  it,  laying  fomething  about  that.  It  faid  about 
Britons  being  fres. 

Crown.  Vv'hat  was  to  make  Britons  free  ?  A.  It  juft^faid  forae- 
thirsg  about  free  ;  it.  might  mean  the  grand  pkn.  The  com- 
mittee of  fecrecy  vi'as  to  correfpond  with  Downle,  and  1  went  to  the 
country  to  tell  the  focieties  to  correfpond  wij;h  him. 

Dr.  Tor  reft,  Stirling.  A  perfon  named  Fairly,  called  on  me  in 
May  laft,  teUing  me  he^vas  defired  to  enquire  in  what  fituation  the 
foci^ty  was.  He  gave  me  three  copies  of  printed  bills  and  a  letter, 
and  fliewed  a  paper,  in  which  money  was  requefled  for  Mr.  Skirv- 
"ing.  It  ipoke  about  fome  colleftors,  or  perfons  to  be  provided  with. 
Crown,  What  vfas  the  conftruftion  put  on  blank  ? — Wit.  I  fup- 
poied  it  fliould  be  filled  up — "  arms." 

Qucf.  What  did  you  fay  to  Fairly  ? — Anf.  I  told  him  we  did 
not  wifh  to  injure  any  one,  and  he  fhould  be  cautious  what  he  did. 
Quef.  I3id  Fairly  fay  any  thing  of  arms  manufadluring  in  Edin- 
|)ui-Q^  ? — Anf.  He  w^as  talking  about  an  invafion,  and  then  made 
a  draught  of  a  halbert,  and  faid,  he  knew  a  perfon  who  could  fur- 
nifh  fuch  ir.ftvuraents,  who,  J  underftood  refided  in  Edinburgh. 

Quef.  When  the  company  fupped,  what  was  Fairly's  converla- 
tion  r  Did  he  fay  any  thing  of  a  rifing  of  the  people  ? — Anf.  He 
did  fay  fomething  about  it ;  but  whether  as  a  thing  fettled,  or 
what  might  be  dene,  is  uncertain.  Some  converfation  took  place 
of  a  plan  for  difarming  the  foldiers,  which  I  underftood,  was  to 
be  done  by  the  perfons  vAio  fent  Fairly  v/eft.  He  fpoke-  of  fome 
people  in  Edinburgh  who  would  repent  their  conduft,  and  would 
be  put  up  by  the  people  who  fent  him.  He  fpbke  of  coUeftors, 
who  were  to  head  and  command  the  people  when  they  fliould  rife. 
It  was  faid  there  was  to  be  a  convention,  fimilar  to  the  Britifh  con- 
vention which  met  at  Edinburgh.  From  the  converfation  I  had 
with  Fairly  I  gathered  there  was  to  be  a  rifing  of  the  people,  and 
feizing  of  foldiers  arms. 

Robert  Orrock,  fmith,  faid,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Water  of 
Leith  fociety,  the  convention,  &c.  He  firft  heard  of  arms  in  March, 
when  in  George  Rofs's  houfe — there  were  prefent  Watt,  Mac 
Evvan,  and  Dovvnic.  The  converfation  took  place  about  fome 
fpeech  in  the  newfpaper  about  arms,  and  the  Goldfmiths-Hall  peo- 
ple had  got  fome,  and  we  fhould  apply  for  fome  too.     It  was  f^id 
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\7c  {houid  not  get  them,  to  which  Watt  anfwered — ihcrc  was  no 
law  in  Britain  couid  prevent  us. 

Watt  called  on  thf:  witnefs,  and  wiflied  to  look  at  a  weapon  he 
had  fpoken  of,  and  fhewed  him  a  draught  of  one,  which  he  made, 
and  carried  to  George  Rofs's  houfe,  and  fhewed  it  there  to  Watt, 
Downie,  and  others.  Some  days  after,  about  the  ift  of  May, 
Watt  called  at  the  Dean,  and  defired  him  to  make  a  few  pikes 
with  crofs  axes,  and  two  or  three  dozens  of  different^  forms.  He 
afked  m.e  how  many  I  could  make  a  weok  >  I  faid  fifty.  He 
afked  if  I  could  get  icicks  ?  I  faid  I  might.  Some  time  after  Martin 
Todd  called  on  me  from  Watt  and  afi^ed  if  I  had  made  any  of  the 
inilrum.ents  ?  He  again  called,  and  (hewed  me  a  large  one,  ar.d 
defircd  I  would  make  one  like  it — I  faid  I  would  not.  One  Wil- 
liam Brown  afterwards  called,  andaflced  if  I  was  making  the  pikes? 
I  faid  I  was ;  but  he  a&ed  how  we  could  get  fticks,  for  there  were 
thoufands  of  them  wanted.  I  then  began  to  be  alarmed,  for  Wil- 
liam Brown  made  ail  his^in  fecret.  Watt  aiterv^^ards  defired  me 
to  fay  they  were  for  the  top  of  a  gate. — At  firil  I  thought  they 
were  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  Watt  ordered  them, 
and  Mr.  Downie  was  to  pay  for  them.  I  have  heard  of  a  corii- 
mittee  of  ways  and  means,  of  which  Watt  was  a  member.  In  the 
committee  of  union  there  Was  a  cbnverfation  about  getting  arms, 
and  I  made  one  for  himfelf. 

Martin  Todd,  fmith,  remembers  going  from  Wattto  Orrock 
with  a  pike.  Orrock  returned  it,  and  laid  he  was  going  on  wdth 
them  as  fall  as  poITible. 

William  Brown,  fmith,  fajd,  William  Robertfon  aflced  me  tp 
make  fome  fpears  for  a  Mr.  Watt ;  and  when  I  told  him  I  did  not 
know  but  I  might,  he  defircd  me  to  call  on  V/att,  which  I  did, 
and  he  ihewed  me  a  fpear,  and  afked  if  I  v%'ouid  make  fome.  Mr. 
Watt  afterwards  called  at  my  fhop,  when  I  fliowed  him  one  half 
done,  and  told  him  I  did  not  chuf^  to  make  any  more  of  that  kind. 
He  then  ordered  fpears  with  fockets.  I  made  fourteen  and  fent 
them  to  Watt's  houfe,  when  he  gave  me  a  line  to  David  Downie, 
who  paid  me  the  money. 

John  Fairly  fent  notice  to  the  court  that  he  wifhed  to  correft 
his  former  evidence.  Being  again  called  to  the  bar,  faid,  he  recol^ 
lefted  Watt  faying,  that  the  banks  and  the  public  offices  were  to 
be  feized.  Thole  moil  againft  us  (the  ariiloc/atics)  were  to  be 
feized,  and  couriers  to  be  fent  to  the  country  with  the  news.  The 
magiitrates  of  Edinburgh  were  alfo  to  be  feized. 

William  Robertfon,  fchoolmafter,  Simon's  fquare. — ^Watt  once 
allied  me,  if  I  knew  any  fmith  that  couid  make  fpears.  I 
mentioned  Brown  to  whom  Watt  gave  me  a  meffage.  I  was  a 
member  of  a  fociety  that  met  in  rny  fchooh  It  increafed  much 
after  the  difpcrfion  of  the  convention.  Their  objeft  was  univer- 
fal  fuffrage  and  annual  parHaments,  Have    heard  of  a  committee 


(       22       ) 

of  union.  Was  fecretary  to  a  general  committee.  Watt  was  at 
that  committee  when  a  motion  was  made  for  a  committee  of  emer- 
gency. Has  heard  of  a  committee  of  ways  and  means,  and  alfo  that 
a  perfon  went  to  the  north,  and  another  to  the  weft  country. 
There  was  a-  greater  fecrefy  obferved  than  formerly  among  the  fo- 
cieties  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  at  their  meetings. 

Walter  Miller,  merchant  in  Perth,  faid  he  knew  a  letter  which 
was  fliewn  him,  to  which  he  was  defired  to  fend  an  anfwer 
addreffed  to  George  Rofs,  Liberty-court,  which  he  did,  and  once 
fent  15I.  to  Mr.  Downie,  to  rehevefuffering  patriots,  and  to  fupport 
the  caufe  of  reform . 

William  M'Evvan  was  again  called  into  court :  he  faid  he  heard 
Mr.  Stoke  fay  he  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  open  a 
correfpondence  between  T.  Hardy,  the  fecretary  to  the  London 
correfponding  fociety,  and  Watt. 

Quef.  from  the  prifoner. — Did  I  wl/h  more  than  any  other 
member  to  carry  on  this  correfpondence  with  Hardy  ? — Anf.  Yes 
you  did  ;  and  Stoke  pointed  out  a  plan  to  carry  on  your  corref- 
pondence. 

(Here  the  evidence  for  the  crown  clofed.) 

Mr.  V/illiam  Er/kine,  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  faid  that  he  meant 
to  ftate  as  a  defence  for  Mr.  Watt,  a  correfpondence  which  had 
paffed  between  him  and  the  right  honourable  Henry  Dundas,  fe- 
cretary of  ftate,  and  the  lord  advocate  of  Scotland. 

EXCULPATORY    PROOF. 

James  Clerk,  Efq.  fheriif  depute  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh, 
faid,  when  Watt  was  apprehended,  he  declined  giving  any  anfwer 
to  queftions,  until  with  the  pcrmlffiou  of  the  lord  advocate  and  Mr. 
fecretary  Dundas.     He   was  again   examined  next  day,  when  he 

was  told  the  anfwer  he  gave,  was  no  anfwer  as  to   the  pikes; He 

faid,  at  the  fecond  examination,  that,  on  his  table,  an  advertife- 
meut  would  be  found  for  the  fale  of  pikes,  which  he  confidered  as 
an  article  of  trade,  and  thought  he  could  fell  them  cheaper  than 
any  other. 

The  lord  advocate  was  then  fworn. —  His  lordfhip  faid,  that  in 
Oftober,  1792,  when  Mr.  fecretary  Dundas  came  to  Scotland,  he 
had  feveral  converfations  with  him  about  the  ftate  of  the  focieties  in 
Scotland. — He  then  mentioned  Mr.  Watt's  name,  on  account  of 
a  letter  which  Watt  wrote  him,  offering  his  fervices  to  govern- 
ment ;  in  confequence  of  which,  an  enquiry  was  made  concerning 
him. — As  he  was  thought  faithful,  he  was  trufted  by  thofe  in  pow- 
er.— He  gave  feveral  pieces  of  information,  and  fometimes  came 
to  his  lordftiip's  houfe  in  George's-Square  in  the  evening  when 
dark — One  piece  of  information  he  gave  was^  that  fome  foldicrt. 
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on  their  march  from  Chatham  barracks  to  Perth,  had,  on  the  road, 
been  tampered  vvith  by  fome  perfons  and  focieties  of  the  friends  of 
the  people  ;  but,  on  a  thorough  invelligation,  the  whole  ftory 
turned  out  to  be  a'falfehood. 

His  lordfhip  faid,  Watt  had  fent  him  a  letter  in  March,  1 793 
mentioning,  that  two  perfona,  whom  he  had  reafon  to  believe  pof- 
fefled  a  good  deal  of  knowledge  with  regard  to  certain  plans  form- 
ing by  focieties  in  Scotland,  had.  told  him  they  could  give  him  a 
very  important  piece  of  intelligence  ;  but  this  they  would  divulge 
to  no  one^  unleis  loool.  was  paid  down.  This'  letter,  his  lordfhip 
faid,  he  /hewed  to  Mr.  Dundas  and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  agreed  with 
him,  that  fuch  a  demand  could  not  be  complied  with,  and  accord- 
ingly an  anfwer  to  that  purpofe  was  fent  to  Mr.  Watt  ;  but  that 
after  wards.  Watt  informed  his  lordfhip,  that,  before  the  perfons 
alluded  to,  had  fpoken  to  him,  they  took  him  bound  in  a  bill  for 
30I.  which  he  had  paid  ;  this  bill  his  lordfhip  ordered  to  be  paid. 
He  does  not  think  he  received  any  letter  from  Watt  fince  July» 
1793,  norhas  feen  him  fincc  Oftoberlaft.  , 

[  Here  the  nvhoh  proof  clofcd.  ] 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  addreffed  the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  prifon- 
er.  He  flated  the  importance  of  the  trial,  as  requiring  their  mofl 
ferious  attention.  It  was  a  charge,  he  faid,  of  the  mofl  heinous 
nature,  accufmg  of  the  higheft  crime  :  It  was  a  cafe  of  blood,  in 
which  thcy  were  to  determine  on  the  fate  of  this  pannel.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  order  of  court,  the  conducting  of  the  pannel's 
defence  had  been  entrufted  to  him,  and  he  now  promifed,  as  a  man 
of  honour,  to  do  him  all  the  fervice  in  his  power*  This  he  confi- 
dered  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  him,  and  a  duty  he  owed  to  his  own 
feelings.  The  crime,  he  faid,  was  not  a  direft  attack  on  the  fa- 
cred  perfon  of  his  majefly.  If  it  had,  I  fhould  not  have  brought 
my  voice  to  rife  in  defence  of  the  criminal. 

Mr.  Hamilton  now  entered  upon  an  invelligation  of  the  law  of 
treafon,  and,  in  a  very  mallerly  manner,  went  through  a  volumi- 
nous body  of  law  authorities,  to  (how  its  nature  and  diilinftions 

He  then  went  over  the  whole  evidence,  and  combated  it  in  its' 
various  parts  in  the  mofl  able  manner.  He  took  notice  of  the  fup- 
pofed  attack  on  the  caflle,  as  an  irrational  and  extravagantly  fool- 
ifhidea.  Of  the  pikes  found,  he  remarked,  that  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  number  was  fufiicient  to  prove,  they  could  not  be  intended  to 
be  ufed  in  any  ferious  attack  againll  this  country  ;  befides,  only 
feven  perfons  were  belonging  to  this  committee  vyho  are  faid  to 
have  known  of  them.  Could  feven  perfons  ufe  forty-feven  pikes  ? 
Could  forty-feven  pikes  take  the  callle,  malTacre  the  foldiers,  feize 
the  judge9,  and  overcome  the  government  ?  Upon  every  topic  of 
the  evidence,  he  defcanted  with  great  ability,  and  particularly  al- 
luded to  the  pannel's  correfpondfnce  with  thofe  in  power,  faying. 
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that  it  was  in  order  to  follow  out  his  plan  of  obtaining  information, 
that  he  had  done  what  was  charged  againft  him,  His  cafe  was  fi- 
milar  to  that  of  a  fpy  in  an  enemy's  camp  or  arm)'',  where  it  was 
not  only  neceffary  he  (hcald  wear  their  uniform,  but  alfo  carry 
arms  a^ainil  the  power  he  meant  to  ferve.  Yet,  could  ic  be  faid, 
that  if  fach  a  perfon  was  taken  by  that  power  who  employed  him 
as  a  fpy,  that  he  fhoiild  fnfrer  for  being  taken  under  fuch  circum- 
ftances  ?  He  argued  that  it  was  probable  the  prifoner  meant  to 
have  piven  intimation  to  Mr,  Dundas,  of  an}''  of  thefe  plans  that 
might  be  forming,  fo  foon  as  he  found  it  a  proper  time  to  do  fo. 
He  bbferved,  that  it  was  moft  unqueftionably  neceiFary,  that  go- 
vernment fhould  have  proper  perfons  to  give  them,  intimation 
of  any  improper  fchemes  going  on  ;  b'Jt,  what  perfon  will  be 
found  fo  hardy  in  future,  if  this  man  (hall  fall  in  the  caufe. 

After  many  moil  ingenious  remarks,^  he  concluded^  by  faying — 
That,  if  the  cup  of  this  man's  iniquity  be  fuL',  the  dregs  are  bitter, 
yet  he  muil  drink  them  ;  but,  ifotherwife,  and  he  fh all  yet  meet 
with  a  deliverance,  then  it  falls  to  you,  gentleman  of  the  jury,  to 
dafli  the  cup  from  his  trembling  lip,  that  he  may  not  tafte  its  bit- 
ters. 

The  lord  advocate  then  rofe  to  reply;  and  faid,  that,  as  the 
trial  had  branched  out  folong,  he  lliould  be  as  ccncife  as  the  natui-e 
and  importance  of  the  cafe  required.  His  lordfhip  obfei-ved,  that 
although  the  learned  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him,  faid,  that 
tio  allufions  to  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  another  country,  ought  to  be 
mentioned  on  this  occafion,  yet,  as  the  fmiilarity  of  the  plans 
adopted  by  the  difcontented  in  this  country  fo  nearly  refembled 
that  which  was  fo  unhappily  purfued  there,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  fay,  that  what  had  appeared  in  evidence  this  day,  fully  j unified 
him  in  faying,  that  there  was  but  too  much  truth  in  it.  His  lord- 
fhip argued  at  great  length,  and  viith.  much  abihty,  on  the  laws 
cf  treafon,  particularly  the  ftatute  of  Edw.  III.  and  adduced  the 
opinion  of  many  able  Englifh  lawyers  in  fupport  of  his  conftruftion 
of  that  ftatute.  He  was  clearly  of  opiniofi,  that  the  crim.e  laid  in 
the  indiftrnent,  whatever  conttruftions  his  learned  brother,  (Mr. 
Hamilton,)  might  give  it,  was  clearly  that  fpccies  of  treafon,  of 
compafling  and  imagining  the  death  oftlieking. 

He  then  proceeded  to  fum  up  the  evidence  in  fupport  of  the 
charge  ;  which  he  demonftrated  to  be  clearly  and  fubftantially 
proved  ;  yet,  if  the  jury  were  not  of  his  opinion,  he  fliould  be  hap- 
py at  the  acquittal  of  the  prifoner — as  the  jury  were  the  judges  of 
that,  not  he  ;  and  if  that  was  the  cafe,  none  would  more  rejoice  at 
fuch  an  event  than  himfelf,  though,  from  the  complexion  of  the 
evidence,  there  was  little  hopes  of  that  being  the  cafe.  His  lord- 
fliip  then  ftated  to  the  jury  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  beginning 
Vtfith  Hardy's  correfpondence  with  Skirving.  He  then  proceed- 
ed to  ftate  the  proceedings  of  the  Britifla  convention  till  its  difper- 
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fion,  wliich  was  proved  by  Rofs,  Aitchifon,  and  others — the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  London  correfponding  fociety  at  the  Globe  tavera 
and  Chalk  Farm,  which  was  proved  by  MefTrs.  Taylor  and   Gof- 
^  ling.     He  theu  faid,  he  had  proved  the  acceffion  of  Watt   to  the 
fchemes  of  the  friends  of  the  people,  by  his  being  a  member  of  both 
the  committees  of  union  and  ways  and  meaiis,  and  that  he  was   a 
principal  ringleader  of  thefe  committees-— that  he  had  propofed  the 
plan  for  the  taking  of  the  ca'lle  of  Edinburgh,  fecuring  the  pei'- 
fons  of  the  judges,  lord  p-ovo'c,  &c. — the  taking  pofTePiion  of  the 
banks  and  excife-ciSce,  and  the  attacking  and  difarming  the  foldiers. 
That,  at  an  after  meeting  of  the  committee,  he  had  read  an  ad~ 
drefs  to  the  people,  in  form  of  a  proclamation :  That  he  had  dif-^ 
patched  Fairly  to  the  wefb  country,  to  fee  hov/  therainds  of  thcpeople 
Hood  affefted  :  That  he  had  employed  Orrock  &  Brown  to  make 
pikes,  which  were  afterwards  found  by  Mr.  Lockhart  and  Middle- 
ton^  in  Watt's  houfe.    That  the  typesof  a  feditious  hand-bill  were 
likewife  found  in  Watt's  houfe,  which  was  circulated  among    the 
fencibles  at  Dalkeith — and  that,  upon  the   whole,  the  indiftment 
with  refpecl  to  the  prifoner,  was  clearly  proved  by  the   concurring 
teftimony  of  almoft  all  the  wltnefTes  adduced  for  the  crown.  With 
regard  to  the  defence  fet  up  for  the  prifoner,  that  he  had  gone  iii- 
to  all  thofe  fchemes  m.erely  that  he  might  inform  government  what 
was  going   on  among  the  friends  of  the   p:ople,  he   raid  this  was 
highly abfurd  and  improbable;     for,  although  for  fome confsdera- 
ble  time  he  and  Mr.  Watt  had  been   acquainted,  and  Mr.   Watt 
had  communicated  various  pieces  of  inf^ormation  to  him,  yet,  from 
the  end  of  lall  year,  he  had  joined  the  friends  of  the  people,  and 
become  an  aftive  partizan  among  them,  vi'ithout  acquainting  him, 
or  any  fervant  of  the  crown,  of  the  alteration  of  his  conduft.  This 
defence,  therefore,  could  avail  him   nothing,  as,  before  he  joined 
the  friends  of  the  people,  he  had  entirely  withdrawn  him/elf  from 
giving  information  to  the  government.     He   thought,  therefore, 
the  j  Dry  could  do  nolefs  than  find  the  prifoner  guilty. 

The  right  honourable  the  lord  prefident  then  charged  the  jury, 
both  with  regard  to  the  law  and  the  faft,  with  the  greateil  can- 
dour and  precifion. 

The  jury  were  then  attended  by  two  conftables,  to  be  enclofed. 
However,  they  remained  out  of  court  only  a  few  minutes,  when 
they  returned. 

Clerk  of  arraigns  faid — Gentlemen,  have  you  agreed  on  your 
verdift  ? — Foreman.  Yes. 

Clerk  of  arraigns.  Foreman  of  this  jury,  is  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  Robert  Watt,  guilty  of  the  crime  charged  againft  him  ?— ~ 
Foreman.  He  is  GUILTY. 

The  prifoner  was  immediately  taken  from  the  bar,  and  the  court 
sdjourned  till  to-morrow,  (Friday  morning,)  at  eight  o'clock. 
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Counfel  for  the  crown. — The  lord  advocate,  foHcitor  general, 
Mr,  Anftruther,  Mr.  Dundas  ;  Mr.  Knapp,  clerk  of  arraigns  ; 
Mr.  Warrender,  agent. 

Counfel  for  the  prifoner. — Mr.  William  Erfldne,  Mr.  Rob. 
Hamilton  j  Mr.  Ritchie,  agent. 


A  lift  of  the  jury  who  tried  ROBERT  WATT,  for  high  trea- 
fon  : — September  3,  1794. 

David  Clark,  Briftow-ilreet. 
WiUiam  Hunter,  grocer,  Edinburgh. 
James  Mitchell,  merchant  in  Leith. 
John  Scougal,  merchant  in  Leith. 
William  Sibbald,  merchant  in  Leith. 
John  Horner,  merchant  in  Edinburgh. 
Thomas  Hutchinfon,  merchant  in  Edinburgh. 
Archibald  Campbell,  brewer  in  Edinburgh. 
Geoi-ge  Kinnier,  banker  in  Edinburgh. 
WiUiam  Frafer,  tin  fmith  in  Edinburgh. 
John  Andrews,  grocer  in  Edinburgh. 
William  Lamb,  upholfterer  in  Edinburgh. 


EDINBURGH. 

COURT  OF  OYER  AND  TERMINER, 
September  5,  1794. 


A 


TRIAL 


O  F 


DAVID    DOWN  IE. 

T  eight  o'clock  In  the  morning,   the  following  judges  wei-e 
prefent,  viz. 

The  Lord  President,  Lord  Eskgrove, 
Lord  Chief  Baron,  Lord  Swinton, 
Baron  Norton,         Lord  Dunsinnan. 

The  prifoner  being  put  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Knapp  clerk  of  the  ar- 
raigns, addrefled  him  as  follows, 

"  The  good  men  now  to  pafs  betweeo  you  and  the  king,  and 
now  to  be  called,  you  may  challenge  when  they  are  named,  but 
not  after  they  are  fworn.  Mr.  Knapp  then  nominated  feveral  gen- 
tlemen, to  twenty-fix  of  whom  the  prifoner  objefted,  and  they  were 
fet  afide,  and  others  called.  Each  juryman,  when  not  objedled  to 
by  the  prifoner,  was  fworn  In." 

Lift  of  Mr.  Downie's  jury. 

Robert  Young,  upholfterer. 

William  Frafer,  tin  fmith. 

William  Fettes,  merchant. 

James  Lindfay,  wine  merchant. 

James  Hamilton,  upholfterer. 

Alexander  Ponton,  fworn  meafurer. 

David  Deuchar,  feal  engraver. 

Charles  Robertfon,  painter, 

George  Roe,  candle  maker. 
'  John  Bonner,  painter.  '         ,  -^ 

David  Milne,  merchant. 

John  Black,  merchant. 
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Mr.  Knapp  then  read  to  the  pviibner  a  brief  ftatement  of  his  in- 
dictraent,  which  was  to  the  fame  eife£l  as  thofe  charges  againfi; 
Watt. 

M>-.  DundaS  rofe,  and  opened  the  pleadings  on  the  part  of  the 
profecutio!). 

"   Gmthiucn  of  the  jury, 

"  The  prifoaer  is  charged  with  endeavouring  to  bring  about,  or 
alTembhng  a  convention,  fimilar  in  its  views  with  the  one  which  fome 
time  ago  met  in  this  city,  called  the  Eritiff!  convention.  He  is 
alfo  accufed  of  procru-ino;,  or  caufmg  to  be  made,  arms,  or  offenfiv.e 
weapons,  in  oraer  to  levy  vrar  againft  the  king,  with  a  determination 
to  refill  his  royal  authority,  and  compel  him  to  comply  with  certain 
nieafu'-es,  to  dilmifs  his  minifters,  diflclve  the  parliament,  and  put 
an  end  to  the  v/ar.  Another  charge  is,  that  he  endeavoured  to  fe- 
duce  the  foldiers  from  their  dr.ty  and  allegiance ;  and  that  Ihortly 
he  has  taken  luch-meaiures  as  make  him  accufed  of  compaffing 
and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king. — Thefe  particulars  will  be 
irore  fully  ftated  by  the  counfel  who  is  now  to  addrefs  you." 

Tiie  lord  advocate  then  rofe,  and  laid  : 
"   Gentlemen  cf  the  jury, 

'•  This  is  an  indi(9:ment  for  high  treafon,  and  my  duty  is  to 
ftate  to  you  the  law  upon  that  fubjeft,  and  the  general  nature  and 
import  of  the  fails  which,  on  the  part  of  the  crown  and  the  pub- 
lic, I  mean  to  bring  evidence  to  fupport.  It  is  your  duty  gen- 
tlernm,  to  conlider  the  whole  evidence,  and  from  thence  form  what 
your  judgment  Ihall  be. 

"  Geiitlemen,  it  niuf;:  be  v%-ell  known  to  you,  that  at  the  union 
of  the  two  kingdoms,  the  fyftem  of  the  treafon  law  of  this  countiy 
fufisred  an  alteration,  founded  on  the  bell  grounds  of  expediency  ; 
and'  fince  that  period,  the  treafon  law  of  England  had  been  adopt- 
ed in  this  countiy.  Had  the  Scots  treafon  law  ftill  remained  here, 
thofe  men  who  are  now  fuffering  the  punlftiment  of  their  crimes 
in  a  diftant  country,  would  have  fuffered  a  capital  punifhment.  To 
the  honour  of  the  treafon  law  of  England,  it  has  remained  fince 
Edward  III,  the  fame  down  to  this  day,  and  has  been  the  foun- 
dation of  all  the  ttials  for  treafon  that  have  taken  place  fince  ;  and 
it  has  met  the  applaufe  of  our  moil  celebrated  lawyers,  and  beft 
hiilorians,  and  the  people  have  lived  happy  under  it : — for,  while 
it  guards  and  protects  the  life  of  his  majelly,  it  is  equally  careful  of 
the  life  of  the  fubjeft,  being  a  barrier  againll  any  over-ftretched 
power. 

"  It  includes  three  diftinft  cafes  of  treafon  :  ill,  Compaffing 
and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king  : — 2d,  Levying  war  againll 
the  king  : — 3d,  Adhering  to  his  enemies. — The  firll,  viz.  compaff- 
ing and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king,  falls  to  be  in  this  cafe, 
the  moll  material.  The  fecondalfo  comes  under  your  confidera- 
tion  ;  for  endeavouring  to  levy  war,  even  although  it  is  not  adlually 
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levied,  falls  under  the  firft  head,  that  of  compaffing  and  imagining 
the  death  of  the  king.  Since  the  union,  we  have  had  two  rebel- 
lions in  this  country  ;  but  by  fpecial  ftatute,  the  perfons  who  were 
brought  to  trial  for  their  concern  in  them,  were  tried  in  the  filler 
kingdom.  We  are  the  firll  in  this  kingdom  who  have  had  the 
melancholy  duty  to  perform — that  of  applying  it  upon  the  prefcnt 
occafion . 

"  Recent  occurrences  have  (hovvn  us  the  confpiracy  that  has 
been  formed  to  feduce  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  under  the 
fpecious  pretence  of  reform,  but  really  with  the  purpofe  of  def- 
troying  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  country,  and  the  fair  fabric  of 
our  conftitution. 

"  The  aft  of  parliament,  of  which  1  am  no\v  to  fpeak,  needs  no 
explanation  ;  yet,  for  your  fatisfaftion,  I  will  ftate,  not  in  my  own 
words,  but  in  the  words  of  the  moft  celebrated  Englifh  lawyers, 
their  opinion  concerning  it.  Here  his  lordiliip  went  through  a 
great  number  of  law  authorities,  judge  Fofter,  Hawkins,  and  Black- 
ftone.  One  of  thefe,  he  remarked,  faid,  with  regard  to  compaf- 
fing the  death  of  the  king,  "  that  ;the  will  muft  be  taken  for  the 
deed." — The  king  is  the  head  of  the  body  politic,  and  members 
are  conneGed  under  him  ;  and  his  life  cannot  be  taken  away  but 
it  muil  involve  the  nation  in  bloodo  If  confpirators  meet,  and  con- 
fult  to  take  away  the  life  of  the  king,  every  perfon-  who  has  a  pre- 
vious knowledge,  and  attends  fuch  confultation,  if  he  does  not  give 
information,  falls  to  be  prefented  to  a  jury.-— The  law  does  not 
confine  the  crime  to  a  dire6l  attack,  but  to  every  attempt  at  com- 
paffing the  death  oi  the  king,  or  feizing  his  perfon  ;  for  expcri- 
.ence  has  fhown,  that,  between  the  perfon  and  the  grave  of  princes, 
the  diftance  is  very  fmall.  Every  attempt  even  to  feize  his  perfon 
is  confidered  conipaffing  his  death  :  for,  the  purpofe  cannot  be  ef- 
fected, without  manifeft  danger  to  his  perfon. 

Gentlem.en,  you  ail  well  know,  that  about  two  years  ago  a  num- 
ber of  perfons  formed  clubs  and  focieties,  to  obtain  as  they  faid,  par- 
liamentary reform  ;  but  whatever  was  their  pretence,  their  real 
fcheme  was  to  fubvert  the  conilitution,  and  introduce  univerfal 
fufPrage  and  annual  parliam.ents  in  place  of  that  happy  fyflem  un- 
der which  we  live.  They  accordingly  applied  to  parliament  by 
petition,  but  parliament,  to  its  immortal  honour,  difcovered  what 
was  couched  under  it,  and  rejefted  their  application.  Being  thus 
difappointed,  fome  of  thefe  clubs  immediately  fet  about  other 
means ;  for,  in  a  letter  in  1792,  from  Hardy  to  Skirving,  he  fays, 
"  Our  petition  has  been  rejeciled,  therefore  we  mufl;  take  fome 
more  effectual  means."  We  have  feen  a  Britifli  convention  in  this 
•country,  afiiiming  to  itfelf  very  high  powers  indeed,  and  even  go- 
ing the  length  to  fay  they  would  watch  the  motions  of  parliament, 
in  cafe  they  dared  to  pais  certain  afts,  and  declaring  their  determi- 
nation to  refill  till  compelled  to  defill  by  fuperior  force  ;  and  that 
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upon  tlie  firft  intimation  given  to  introduce  a  certain  kOl  of  parlia- 
ment, then  were  they  to  call  a  convention  of  emergency,  and  ereft 
the  ftandard  of  rebellion  againft  the  legal  conftitutcd  authorities  of 
this  kingdom. 

To  the  honour  of  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this  city,  whofe  con- 
du6i  upon  that  as  upon  every  other  occafion,  has  procured  him  the 
efteem  of  every  good  citizen,  he  went  and  difperfed  this  convention. 
Profecutions  were  afterwards  brought  againft  the  ringleaders  in  thefe 
tranfaftions,  and  they  fuffered  the  juft  punifhment  which  their 
crimes  merited. — I  will  prove,  faid  his  lordfhip,  that  the  prifoner 
was  a  member  of  this  convention. 

Mr.  Downie. — My  lord  prefident,  I  objefi;  to  the  lord  advocate 
dating  this  to  the  jury ;  for  I  was  formerly  a  witnefs  in  one  of  thefe 
trials,  and  was  told  by  the  court,  that  I  never  could  be  charged  for 
my  conduft  in  thefe  matters. 

The  lord  preiident  faid,  the  lord  advocate  was  not  to  charge  him 
with  any  crime  committed  previous  to  that  trial,  but  only  what  was 
done  fince. 

The  lord  advocate  proceeded.  "  I  muft  fhow  his  connection  with 
that  convention  to  prove  his  views  the  fame  in  the  one  which  was 
propofed  to  be  held.  His  lordfhip  next  proceeded  to  fhow  that  he 
was  a  member  of  the  different  committees  of  union  and  ways  and 
means  of  afting  as  treafurer,  and  coUefting  and  paying  money  to 
promote  the  grand  caufe,  as  it  was  termed.  That  thefe  committees 
had  correfpo'nded  with  a  fociety  in  London,  who  voted  the  moft  ca- 
lumnious refolutions  againft  the  judges  of  this  country. 

'■'  His  lordfliip  then  ftated  his  intention  to  prove  the  prifoner  guil- 
ty of  endeavouring  to  feduce  the  milltaiy  from  their  duty  and  alle- 
giance by  the  diftribution  of  a  hand-bill  among  the  fencibles  at 
Dalkeith,  entitled,  *'  an  addrefs  to,  the  fencibles."  That  he  was 
accelTary  to  the  plan  read  by  Watt  for  taking  the  caftle,  feizing 
the  judges,  magiftrates,  &c.  and  to  the  embaffy  which  was  fent 
to  the  weft  country,  for  founding  the  difpofitions  of  the  people  ; 
that  in  his  capacity  of  treafurer  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  he  paid  the  fmiths  who  were  employed  by  Watt  to  make 
the  pikes :  that  he  acceded  to  the  plan  of  having  colleftors  ap- 
pointed, who  were  to  collefl  the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  re- 
cieve  money  from  them,  and  likewife  to  aft  as  commander  when 
they  were  armed. 

"  His  lordfhip  with  great  abillity  expati.ited  on  each  of  thefe 
charges,  and  concluded  with  obferving,  that  if  he  could  prove  them 
to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  jury,  they  doubtlefs  would  confider  the 
charge  of  high  treafon  as  fully  proved.    The  principle,  however, 

his  lordfhip  obferved,  the  jury  fhould  ever  keep  in  their  eye 

the  impartial  diftribution  of  juflice." 

EVIDENCE    FOR.    THE    CROWN. 

Mr.  Scott,  procurator  fifcal,  identified  papers. 

Mr.  Cullen,  for  the  prifoner,  ftated,  that  he  would  objeft  to  any 
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evidence  to  be  produced  againft  the  prifoner  prior  to  the  time  he 
was  examined  in  a  late  cafe,  concerning  the  members  of  the  conven- 
tion ;  for  then  the  court  informed  him,  that  he  never  could  be 
called  in  queftion  for  his  connexion  in  that  affair. 

Mr.  Anftruther  faid,  he  did  not  mean  to  adduce  evidence  againft 
the  prifoner  for  procuring  a  convention  that  had  met,  but,  for 
endeavouring  to  procure  one  to  meet  at  a  future  period  ;  and  the 
counfel  for  the  prifoner  will  find  that  concerning  the  evidence  they 
objeft  to,  no  fuch  count  is  in  the  indiftment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  London,  ftated,  that  a  number  of  committees  v/ere 
formed  in  London,  and  a  large  meeting  held  at  the  Globe  tavern, 
where  they  came  to  fundry  refolutions  :  as  alfo  at  Chalk  Farm  in 
April.  The  London  fociety  intended  to  meet  at  Shore-ftreet,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  magiftrates. 

Crofs-examined. — Q^  How  do  you  amufe  yourfelf? — Anf.  Va- 
rious ways. 

Q^Do  you  attend  any  focieties  for  your  amufement  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q^  Was  you  ever  employed  to  give  information  ? — A.  No. 

Q^  Did  you  take  notes  ? — A.    Yes. 

Q^  Have  you  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Counfel.  Produce  them,  and  read  part. 

(The  witnefs  did  fo.) 

Counfel.  In  what  you  have  now  read,  it  begins,  John  Martin,  by 
the  appellation  of  "  citizen  Martin,  Rofe,"  Sec.  Now  how  came 
you  to  particularife  this  dr  nomination,  when  all  the  members  were 
fpoke  to  by  a  fimilar  one. — A.  It  was  a  lingular  ftyle. 

Q.  Did  you  take  thefe  notes  for  any  other  purpofe  than  your 
own  information  ? 

A.  For  no  other  purpofe. 

Q^  Did  you  ever  {how  them  to  any  other  perfon  ? 

A.  Never  till  I  was  carried  before  the  privy  council. 

Mr.  Lauzane,  king's  meflenger,  identified  fome  papers  he  found 
in  Hardy's  houfe,  when  he  took  him  into  cuftody. 

Alexander  Aitchifon,  late  goldfmith,  pointed  out  feveral  parts 
of  the  minutes  of  convention,  w^hich  he  wrote  as  afliftant  fecretary. 

Q^  Was  D.  Downie  a  member  of  the  convention  ? 

Pannel's  counfel.  I  again  object  to  fuch  queftion.  If  the  counfel 
for  the  crown  wifh  to  prove  that  he  followed  meafures  fimilar  to 
thofe  of  the  Britifh  convention,  they  may  prove  the  meafures  of 
that  fociety  to  have  been  as  bad  as  imagination  can  conceive,  but 
they  muft  not  attempt  to  prove  that  he  was  a  member,  or  at  all  con- 
cerned with  it. 

Counfel  for  the  crown.  I  moft  certainly  intended  to  prove  that 
he  had  fimilar  views ;  and  in  order  to  (how  that  he  knew  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Britifh  convention,  it  is  the  beft  mode  to  Ihow  that  he 
was  a  member  of  it. 
The  court  put  the  queftion  thus,  without  faying  whether  David 
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Downie  was  a  member  of  the  convention,   fay  whether  he  knows 
that  David  Downie  had  accefs  to  know  their  views  ? 

A.  He  had. 

The  witnefs  identified  a  paper  which  he  had  written  in  the 
committee  of  union. 

George  Rofs  faid,  a  committee  of  union  met  in  his  houfe  in 
March  laft,  and  other  times.  Downie,  Watt,  Bonthorn,  and  Stoke, 
belonged  to  it.  There  was  alfo  another  committee  of  a  greater  num- 
ber. He  recieved  from  Stoke  a  printed  letter,  and  underftood  fi- 
milar  letters  were  to  be  fent  to  the  country.  He  fent  fome,  S:c.  to 
Paifly,  Strathaven,  Perth — on  thefe  he  wrote,  "  fliow  this  to  your 
friends,  and  fend  an  anfwer  to  George  Rofs,  Liberty-court,  Edin- 
burgh. 

William  M'Cuhbin,  writer,  was  elefted  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  union,  in  confequence  of  an  acquaintance  of  his  who  was 
a  member,  being  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  for  being  in  the 
play-houfe  riots.  Downie  was  a  member.  The  purpofe  of  the 
committee,  was  to  co-operate  in  calling  a  convention  fimilar  to 
the  Britiili  convention.  There  was  a  committee  of  colleftors  to 
collect  money  to  pay  delegates,  and  relieve  thofe  who  v>'ere  fuffer- 
ing  for  political  opinions;  iikewife  for  coUefting  the  fenfe  of  the 
people.  The  witnefs  was  a  collector  ;  Mr.  Downie  was  treafurer 
to  the  whole  ;  Fairly  was  a  colleftor,  and  was  appomted  conve- 
ner, and  to  aft  ahvays  as  fuch.  The  witnefs  was  a  member  of 
the  convention  when  the  lord  provoft  difperfed  it,  and  he  ftated 
the  particulars  of  what  happened  at  that  time.  The  committee 
cf  union  was  to  have  met  the  night  Downie  and  Watt  were  ap- 
prehended, but  on  that  account  did  not. 
'  Prifoner.  Was  it  not  propofed  to  eftablifli  a  library  of  books  ? 

Anf.  Thinks  he  heard  it  mentioned  in  fome  focieties,  but  not 
pofitive. 

William  Binning  faid,  he  was  a  member  of  Water  of  Leith  fo- 
ciety.  They  met  three  v/eeks  after  the  difperfmg  of  the  Britifh 
convention.  They  fent  three  delegates  to  the  committee  of  uni- 
on, viz.  Orrock,  Farquharfon,  and  M'Ewan.  It  was  for  the 
purpofe  of  reform.  There  was  a  colleftor  to  take  the  fenie  of 
the  people,  and  money  to  fupport  Mr.  Skirving.  This  fociety  gave 
their  money  to  M'Ewan  to  pay  to  the  delegates,  or  Mrs.  Skir- 
ving. Mr.  Downie  was  treafurer  to  the  colleftors. 

Arthur  M'Ewan,  was  a  member  of  the  Water  of  Leith  fociety, 
which  continued  to  meet  after  the  difperfion  of  the  convention. 
Was  a  member  of  the  committee  of  Union,  which  met  in  Rofe's. 
There  was  a  fub-committee  chofen  from  it,  confiding  of  feven 
perfons.  Downie  was  one  of  them.  It  was  afterwai'ds  called  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means.  They  were  to  pay  fome  debt  the 
convention  owed  Skirving,  and  fupport  his  widow.  Heard  Watt 
one  night  read  a  paper,  propofing  to   feize  the  lord  chief  jufticc 
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clerk,  &c.  [Here  the  witnefs  gave  the  fame  account  of  this  paper 
as  he  did  in  the  trial  of  Robert  Watt.]  He  once  faw  Downie  in 
Rofs's  houfe  with  Fairly,  Watt,  &c.  Fairly  had  come  from  the  weft 
country.  Saw  Fairly  lay  (lown  15s.  on  the  table,  which  he  faid  he 
had  lef"t,  and  Downie  defired  him  to  take  it  up  again  Fairly  faid 
Paifly  was  in  a  ftate  of  great  readinefs  ;  this  he  thought  was  for 
carrying  forward  Watt's  plan.  Watt  faid  he  had  4000  arms  to 
fend  to  Perth.  Downie  called  on  the  witnefs  at  his  own  houfe  the 
day  Watt  was  apprehended,  and  ail<ed,  if  he,  the  witnefs,  had 
been  before  the  ihcriff",  and  what  queftions  had  been  put  to  him. 
Ke  then  faid,  that  if  he  was  called  upon,  he  would  fay  he  did  not 
know  me,  and  if  1  was  called  upon,  he  told  me  to  fay  I  did  net 
know  him.  Heard  WilLam  Brown  once  fay  ke  was  employed  by 
Watt,  and  paid  by  Downie.  Heard  Downie  fay  a  very  (pirited 
letter  had  been  received  from  Perth. 

Qiieft.  Did  the  prifoner,  when  you  was  go-ing  home  with  him, 
the  night  Watt  had  read  his  plan  in  the  committee,  fay  he  difap- 
proved  of  it. 

Anf.  Don't  recolleft. 

William  Bonthorn,  teacher,  was  a  member  of  a  fociety  at 
Broughton,  v.'hich  fent  him  as  a  delegate  to  the  committee  of  uni- 
on, and  has  feen  Downie  there.  Another  comm.ittee  was  chofen 
from  the  cornmittee  of  union,  called  the  fub-committee,  viz.  Aitch- 
ifon,  Burke,  Stoke,  M'Ewan,  Watt,  Downie,  and  himfelf,  fomc- 
times  called  the  committe  of  ways  and  means.  Saw  in  the  commit- 
tee a  paper  called  regulations.  Two-pence  were  collefted  from 
each  member  to  defray  expenceu  Downie  afted  as  treafurer.  Col- 
leftors  were  appointed  to  collect  money  to  fend  a  delegate  to  En- 
gland, to  attend  a  convention  to  be  formed  there.  He  left  this 
committee,  becaufe  he  faw  matters  coming  to  a  very  great  length, 
and  alfo  for  another  reafon  relating  to  the  peace  of  his  own  family. 
He  thought  they  were  going  great  lengths,  from  hearing  a  paper 
read  by  Watt,  v/hen  Downie  was  prefent ;  to  which  paper  M'Ewan 
objefted,  as  did,  the  witnefs,  by  faying,  "  no,  no ;  by  no  means." 
[Here  he  gave  the  fam.e  account  of  the  paper  as  in  Watt's  trial.] 
The  committee  met  in  Watt's  houfe  to  anfwer  T.  Hardy's  letter, ' 
which  Mr.  Stoke  was  to  carry  with  him.  After  this  night  the  wit- 
nefs determined  to  advertife  his  withdrawing  from  the  committee. 
This  he  did  not  advertife.  He  fliortly  after  wi-ote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Watt,  to  defire  Downie  to  advance  Fairly  a  few  {hillings,  as  he 
was  going  to  the  country,  as  he  underftood,  upon  the  committee 
buHnefs.  He  took  a  copy  of  a  paper  which  he  faw  in  the  commit- 
tee of  union,  and  read  it  in  the  Broughton  fociety.  The  corie(9:ors 
were  appointed  to  numbers,  not  to  diilricts.  Saw  a  paper  about 
fencibles  in  the  committee.  He  confidered  the  paper  read  by  Watt 
as  a  fort  of  frenzv.  Mr,  Stoke  and  Mr,  W^tt  wrote  any  papers  the 
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committee  had  to  write.  Mr.  Downie  received  all  the  money,  and 
paid  it  out. 

Mr.  Gardner,  jeweller,  being  fli^wn  two  letters,  faid,  one  of 
them  was  like  Mr.  Downie's  writing,  and  the  poflfcript  of  the 
other. 

Mr.  Mathte,  jeweller,  being  (hewn  two  letters,  thought  one  Mr. 
Downie's  writing,  the  other  not. 

Mr.  Hunter,  clerk  in  the  bank  of  Scotland.  Shewn  a  bill  of  15I. 
dated  April  7,  "  Pay  to  Walter  Miller,  Perth."  Indorfed,  "  Pay 
to  David  Downie,"  and  "  received  payment,  David  Downie," 
which  he  identified. 

A  letter  was  now  read,  figned  "  David  Downie,"  acknowledg- 
ing the  receipt  of  this,  and  giving  an  account  of  the  riots  in  the 
play-houfe. 

Mr.  William  Lockhart  gave  the  fame  account  of  fearcning 
Watt's  houfe,  and  finding  pikes,  which  he  gave  in  Mr.  Watt's  trial. 

William  Middleton  ftated,  that  he  was  prefent  when  the  pikes 
were  found  in  Watt's  houfe,  and  alfo  got  fome  in  Orrock's  houfe 
at  the  Dean. 

Margaret  White,  fervant  to  Mr.  Downie,  faid,  fhe  had  feen  a 
pike  in  Mr.  Downie's  dining-room.  His  fon  came  out  of  the  next 
room  where  his  bed-room  was,  and  took  it  away.  Soon  after,  Mrs. 
Downie  afked  Mr.  Downie  what  his  fon  had  done  with  the  dividing 
knife!  This  was  one  morning  about  fix  o'clock,  before  Whitfun- 
day  ;  and  when  fhe  faw  it,  fhe  thought  fhe  never  faw  fuch  a  divid- 
ing knife  before. 

Robert  Corrock,  fmith,  faid  he  knew  of  a  committee  of  union, 
and  was  a  member  of  it,  and  Mr.  Downie  was  one.  At  one  meet- 
ing of  the  fociety,  they  read  a  newfpaper,  and  there  was  fomething 
in  it  about  an  invafion.  Watt  faid  there  were  arms  come  down  to 
the  Goldfmiths-hall  people,  and  fomebody  faid  we  had  better  ap- 
ply for  them  there.  Some  other  perfon  faid  we  could  not  get  them. 
Watt  anfwered  there  was  no  law  could  hinder  us.  I  faid  I  would 
make  one  for  myfelf.  Sometime  after.  Watt  called  at  my  fhop, 
and  allied  if  I  had  made  the  weapon.  I  faid  I  had  not,  but  told  him 
what  like  it  was.  It  did  not  pleafe  him,  and  he  marked  on  the  ta- 
ble the  form  of  one  he  wanted.  I  made  it  and  carried  it  to  Rofs's 
houfe  ;  Watt,  Downie,  and  fome  others,  were  prefent — One  laid 
it  was  too  fliort  in  the  carve,  and  then  made  the  fhape  of  one  lon- 
ger ;  on  which  Watt  and  Downie  defired  me  to  htep  that  in  7ny  eye. 
Watt  and  Downie  ordered  me  to  make  a  few  dozens  of  the  fame 
kind. 

William  Brown  faid  he  made  15  pikes  by  Watt's  order,  to  whom 
he  deliveied  them,  and  he  gave  a  line  to  Downie,  who  paid  him 
22s.  6d.  for  the  I5pikes — the  one  kind  was  is.  3d.  each,  the  other 
kind  5s.  each.  The  "line  to  Downie  faid,  "  pay  to  Mr.  Brown 
22s.  6d.  and  I  will  count  with  you  after." 
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William  Watfon,  Dalkeith,  gave  the  fame  account  of  receiving 
;?o  copies  of  an  addrefs  to  the  fencibles  as  he  did  on  the  trial  of 
Watt,  and  added,  that  he  gave  one  to  Elliot  and  one  to  Johnfton. 
Some  perfons  faid  they  would  be  hurtful,  and  then  he  deftroyed 
them.  . 

William  Johnfton,  Dalkeith,  faid  he  got  a  paper  from  Watfon. 
which  he  gave  to  Sandilands  when  fome  foldiers  were  there. 

James  Sandilands,  Dalkeith,  got  a  bill  from  Johnfton,  and  gave 
it  to  fi'rjeant  Hardy. 

Serjeant  Hardy  faid,  he  received  a  paper  from  Sandilands,  and 
defired  him  to  read  it.  The  regiment  was  then  going  to  England. 

Corporal  O'ConolIy  faid,  when  in  Dalkeith,  a  perfon  came  to 
him,  and  faid,  you  are  all  fold  to  go  abroad — you  had  better  not 
go.  Here  is  a  paper  will  fliew  you.  The  witnefs  would  not  take 
it,  but  faw  on  it  the  word  Dundee. 

Archibald  M'Feadzan,  foldier,  faid,  he  got  a  paper  in  Dalkeith 
from  a  man.  He  heard  it  read — it  was  figned  Dundee,  and  faid, 
if  we  went  to  England  we  were  all  fold  to  go  abroad — if  we  ftaid 
at  home  we  would  get  thoufands  to  help  us. 

John  Gcddes,  faid  he  faw  a  man  giving  away  papers  in  Dalkeith 
to  the  foldiers.  He  read  it — it  faid,  "  Stay  at  home!  O,  dear 
brothers,  ftay  at  home  ! 

John  Fairly,  wright.— Q^  Do  you  know  George  Rofs  ? — Anf. 
Yes — He  lives  in  the  Cowgate  ;  and  there  is  an  entry  to  his  houfe 
from  the  South  bridge. 

Q^  Do  you  know  of  any  committee — or,  was  you  not  a  member 
of  fome  fociety  ? 

A.  A  committee  fomctimes  met  at  Rofs's,  where  I  have  been  ; 
Twas  a  member  of  the  Britifli  convention  and  Broughton  fociety, 
who  appointed  fome  members  to  meet  with  other  focieties,  and 
chofe  me  collector. 

Q^    Did  you  do  any  bufinefs  for  that  committee  ? 

A.  I  was  twice  or  thrice  with  them;  fome  of  the  colleftors 
wanted  me  to  get  them  fome  fubfcription  papers,  which  I  did,  and 
went  again  another  night,  telling  them  I  had  got  them. 

Q.     Did  they  employ  you  in  any  other  bufinefs  ? 

A.  I  once  had  occafion  to  go  the  weft  country  to  fee  my  fifter  ; 
who  refides  at  Airth,  and  Bonthorn  gave  me  a  letter  to  Watt, 
Watt  gave  me  another  letter  to  Downie,  and  told  me  I  would  find 
a  parcel  at  Campbell's  containing  fome  papers,  &c.  with  direftions 
how  to  aft.  On  carrying  Watt's  letter  to  Downie,  I  got  30s.  from 
him.  On  calling  at  Campbell's  I  got  the  parcel,  which  contained 
inftruflions,  my  commiffion,  which  was  marked  with  feals,  fome 
circular  letters,  &c.  with  orders  to  correfpond  with  Downie,  and 
to  tell  the  different  focieties  to  do  fo  likewife. 

Q.  Was  there  no  plan  in  the  parcel  among  the  other  papers,  &c. 

A.  I  believe  there  was. 
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Q^  What  was  the  purport  of  that  plan,  or  what  do  you  call  it ; 
was  it  a  little  plan,  a  great  plan,  or  a  grand  plan  ? 

A.   It  was  the  plan  that  Watt  mentioned. 

O-  Had  you  no  converfation  with  the  committee  about  that  plan  ? 

A.  No,  I  had  none  either  with  Downie  or  Stoke  ;  but  Watt 
converfed  with  them  about  it. 

Q^  On  whom  did  ycu  call  at  Stirling  ? 

A.  I  called  on  Dr.  Forrefl,  with  whom  I  faw  a  Mr.  iThompfon. 

Q.  Why  did  you  call  on  him  ?  Was  you  acquainted  with  him 
before  ? 

A.  No,  I  w-as  not ;  but  had  heard  in  Edinburgh  that  he  was  a 
friend  to  freedom. 

Q^  What  was  the  fubjeft  of  your  converfation  with  him  ? 

A.  I  told  him  the  news  in  Edinburgh,  and  he  told  me  the  news 
in  Stirling. 

Q^  Did  you  not  fhow  him  your  papers,  and  tell  him  fomething 
about  making  pikes  at  Edinburgh  ? 

A.  Yesj  i  did  in  the  prelence  of  Mr.  Thompfon,  and  others 
that  were  there,  and  drew  a  pike  on  the  table  ;  faying,  Watt  told 
me  they  were  for  felf-defence, 

Q^  What  faid  they  was  the  news  at  Stirling  ? 

A.  They  told  me  their  focleties  were  not  numerous — were  wil- 
ling to  aflifl;  us  about  Edinburgh  with  money,  but  could  not  in  any 
thing  elfe. 

Q^  What  did  you  underftand  from  thefe  words,  nothing  elfe  ? 

A.  I  only  underliood  from  thefe  words  that  the  focieties  were 
not  numerous. 

Qj^  Did  they  feem  happy  when  you  told  them  of  making  pikes 
at  Edmburgh  ? 

A.  Tlrey  feemed  neither  happy  nor  ferry  at  it. 

Q_^  Where  went  you  from  Stirling,  and  whom  did  you  call  on 
next  ;■ 

A.  I  went  to  St.  Ninan's  and  called  on  a  Mr.  M'Crofs-,  a  re- 
lief minifter,  and  a  Mr.  Erown,  a  writer. 

Q^  Where  next  ? 

A.  To  Kilfyth,  and  called  on  Mr.  Anderfon,  a  minifter,  and  a 
Mr.  Yule. 

Q^  You  was  at  Glafgow ;  whom  did  you  call  on  there  ? 
''A.I  called  on  a  Mr.  Sinclair  there  ;  he  was  not  in  when  I  cal- 
led firft. 

Q^  Where  went  yon  on  miffing  Sinclair  ? 

A.  I  went  to  the  reading-room. 

Q^  What  fort  of  a  place  is  this  reading-room  : 

A.  A  houfe  where  pamphlets  and  newfpapers  are  read. 

Q^  Did  you  know  any  of  the  perfons  you  faw  in  the  reading- 
room  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 
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Q^  You  was  at  other  places  before  Glafgow  ?  ■>' 

A.  I  went  to  Kirkintilloch  and  Campfie,    and  (hewed  my  in- 
ftruftions  to  the  friends  in  all  the  places  I  vifited. 
Q.  Where  went  you  on  leaving  Glafgow  ? 

'A.  To  Paifly,  and  called  on  Mr.  Haixie  there;  after  which 
I  came  home  to  Edinburgh. 

Q^  Where  went  you  firft  on  your  arrival  in  Edinburgh  ? 
A.   I  went  to  my  father's,  then  to  the  committe  at  Rofs's. 
C)-  Who  found  3''ou  there,  and  what  converfation  paffed  ? 
A.  I  found  Watt,  Downie,  and  M'Ewan  there  and  told  them 
that  the  friends  were  in  general  hearty. 

Q,  Did  you  return  your  inftruftions  and  coramiffion  to  the  com- 
mittee ? 

A.  They  were  to  be  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  committe,  but 
i  returned  them  to  Watt.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  committee 
knew  what  they  contained. 

Here  Mr.  John  Clerk,  one  of  the  counfcl  for  the  pannel,  flood 
up,  and  begged'  the  jury  to  attend  to  what  the  witnefs  had  faid, 
viz.  that  he  had  returned  his  inftruftions  and  commiffion  to  Watt, 
and  was  uncertain  whether  the  committee  knew  what  dire£lions  they 
contained. 

Q_^  Did  you  pay  your  own  espences  on  the  road  ? 
A.  No  ;  I  got  30s.  from  Downie  ;  fpent  15s.  and  on  returning 
the  other  15s.  they  gave  it  me  back. 

Q^  When  you  went  to  Airth  to  fee  your  fifler,  did  you  ufua!- 
ly  take  a  round-about  jaurrL  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q^  Why  did  you  not  carry  pikes  to  the  collectors  when  Watt  de- 
fired  you  ? 

A.  I  did  not  like  to  do  that  ;  I  was  afraid  of  being  blamed  for 
diftributing  them. 
•  Q^  What  paiTed  between  you  and  the  com.mittee  on  your  return? 
A.   I  gave  Watt  a  lift  of  perfons,   and  their  places  of  refidence, 
that  might  be  in  future  correfponded  with. 

Q^  Did  you  not  inform  the  committee  of  what  you  had  done 
in  your journey ; 

A.  No,  I  was  uncertain  whether  they  knew  any  thing  of  my  in- 
llruftions — as  I  got  them  through  Watt,  I  returned  them  again  to 
him 

When  the  evidence  was  clofed, 

Mr.  Cullen  then  rofe  to  charge  the  jury  on  the  part  of  the  prifo- 
ner,  which  he  did  in  an  ingenious  and  argumentative  fpeech,  which 
lafted  upwards  of  three  hours.  He  began  with  laying  down  the  law 
of  the  cafe,  in  which  he  differed  very  much  from  the  counfel  on  the 
other  fide.  He  read  feveral  quotations,  from  which  he  drew  this 
general  inference,  that  although  the  indictment  charged  the  prifoner 
with  compafling  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king,  no  fuch 
crime  had  been  committed — ^for  the  higheft  part  of  the  crime 
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cliarged,  tfven  allowing  it  to  be  true,  was  no  more  than  a 
fort  of  ConJlru3lve  Treafon,  which  the  law  was  very  cautious  in 
meddh'ng  with.  He  then  proceeded  to  comment  upon  the  evi- 
dence, the  firll  part  of  which,  he  faid,  proved  nothing  of  the 
charge  of  treafon  ;  it  only  went  to  this,  that  the  priioner,  along 
with  a  number  of  other  perfons,  fome  in  a  high  and  fome  in  a  low" 
fituation  of  life,  had  been  active  and  zealous  to  procure  a  reform  in- 
the  reprefentation  of  this  country — If  the  prifoner  carried  his  no- 
tions in  this  bufinefs  only  fo  far  as  fome  other  members  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  convention  had  done,  he  ought  to  have  been  tried  for  fedition, 
which  very  probably  might  have  been  found  a  good  charge  againft 
him  ;  but  there  was  no  reafon  to  prefume,  from  all  this,  that  his 
being  concerned  in  the  caufe  of  reform,  implicated  him  in  the 
charge  of  high  treafon,  which,  he  was  fure,  a  candid  view  of  the 
evidence  would  not  make  out. 

Mr,  CuUen  next  mentioned,  that  part  of  the  evidence  which  re- 
garded the  taking  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  ;  maflacreing  the  fol' 
diers  ;  feizing  the  judges,  &c.  which,  faid  he,  was  one  of  the  wild- 
eft  frenzies  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man.  This  was  not 
the  plan  of  the  prifoner,  but  of  Watt ;  he  alone  was  the  former 
and  promoter  of  that  diabolical  bufinefs:  but,  he  remarked,  it  is 
here  attempted  to  be  proved,  that  the  prifoner  and  Watt  were 
equally  guilty  in  this  matter — this  was  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  for, 
thougii  the  prifoner  was  a  member  of  the  Britifli  convention,  and 
afterwards  of  the  committees  of  union  and  ways  and  means,  yet  the 
intention  of  thefe  committees  was  not  to  promote  the  treafonable 
plans  and  projects  of  Mr.  Watt,  but  only  to  colleft  money  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  their  plan  of  reform  into  effect,  and  for  fuc- 
couringfome  of  their  fuffering  friends.  It  had  been  attempted  to 
be  proved,  that  the  prifoner  had  both  employed  and  paid  for  mak- 
ing pikes;  but  the  employment  vi-as  notfo  completely  proved  as  the 
law  direfts,  and  as  to  the  money  paid  to  William  Brown,  it  was 
entirely  on  Watt's  accoifat.  With  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Fair- 
ly, to  whom  llkev/ife  the  prifoner  paid  money  ;  he  certainly  did  fo, 
on  account  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means;  not  to  promote 
the  plans  ot  Watt,  but  merely  to  fee  how  the  friends  of  the  people 
in  the  country  ftood  affefted  with  regard  to  purfuing  the  plan  of 
reform  :  if  he  went  farther.  It  was  in  confequence  of  a  private 
underftanding  between  him  and  Watt,  which  the  prifoner  knew 
nothing  of  The  reft  of  the  evidence,  Mr.  Cullen  argued  in  a  flrain 
of  very  ingenious  reafoning,  amounted  to  nothing  that  could,  in' 
the  moft  diftant  manner,  affect  the  prifoner,  and,  on  thefe  grounds, 
he  hoped,  that  the  jury  would  be  of  opinion  with  him,  that  the 
charge  had  not  been  fufficiently  proved,  and  would, -therefore,  ac- 
quit the  prifoner. 

Mr.  Cullen  pleaded  the  caufe  of  his  unfortunate   client    with  a 
zeal  and  ability  that  did  him  great  honour. 
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Mr.  Auftrutlier,  on  the  part  of  tlie  crown,  replied.     Hela^'d,he 
was, exceedingly  ferry  to  fay,  that  from  his  opinion  of  the  ev.dence 
produced,  the  charge  was  completely  proved  againft  the   prifoner. 
He  then  took  a  pretty  extenfive  view  of  the  law  of  treafon,  in  which 
he  differed  very  much  from  Mr.  Culleri :  he  faid,  it  was  by  no 
means  the  cafe  of  conjlndlive  treafon,  but  a  deliberate  plan  to  over- 
turn the  government  and  conftitution  of  this  country,  and  there- 
fore came  fairly  under  that  part  of  the  llatute  of  Edward  III.  of 
compafiing  and  imagining  the  death  of  the  king.     He  next  pro- 
ceeded to   the   evidence  which    had    been    produced,  beginning 
at  the  firft  motion  of  a  defign  to  call  a  fecond  convention,  which 
defign,  he  faid  was  clearly  and  diftin&ly  proved.    The  next  part  cf 
the  evidence  was  the  prifoner's  conduft  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittees of  union  and  ways  and  means,  whole  views  Mr.  CuUen  faid 
were  folely  to  promote  the  caufe  of  reform ;  but  he  differed  very 
much  from  him  with  regard  to  this.  Mr.  Anitruther  faid  ;  for  ta- 
king the  correfpondence  of  Hardy  and  Skirving  ;  the  proceedings 
of  the  Britlfh  convention  ;  the  meetings  held  at  the  Globe  tavern, 
and  Challc  Farm,  upon  the  principles  held  out  by  themfelves,  and 
upon  whofe  refolutions  thofe  committees  afted,  what  v/as  their  lan- 
guage? 'Vv''as  it  to  petition  the  king,  or  petition  parliament  ?— No! 
it  was,  as  all  their  proceedings  bear,  to  do  fomething  ftronger  than 
to  petition — It  was  to  effect  their  purpofe  hj  force,  which  they  faid 
petitioning  had  not  been  able  to  do.    There  could  be  no  doubt  this 
was  treafonable,  and  the  evidence  fully  juftitied  him  in  faying,  the 
prifoner  had  acceded  to  every  particular.     He  next  adverted  to  the 
plan  of  taking  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh,  &c.  which  plan  no  doubt 
was  Watt's — but  the  prifoner  did  not  difTent  from,  that  plan,  as 
M'Ewan  and  Bonthorn   had  done,  nor  abfent  himfelf  from  the 
meetings  of  the  committees  ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  he,  along  with 
Watt  employed  Orrockto  make  the  pikes — paid  money  to  Brown 
for  making  them — to  Fairly  to  enable  him  to  go  to  the  wefl  coun- 
try upon  their  bufinefs.    In  fiiort,  the  prifoner  completely  acceded 
to  every  part  of  Watt's  plan  ;  and  befides  all  this,  the  evidence  fully 
proved,  that  a  pike  was  found  in   the  prifoner's  houfe,  and  that  he 
was  concerned  in  circulating  the  feditious  hand-bill,  tending  to  de- 
bauch the  minds  of  the  fencibles  of  this  country  ;  a  copy  of  which 
hand-bill  was  clearly  traced  to  the  prifoner.     Mr.  Anitruther  now 
took  notice  of  the  great  pains  that  had  been  taken  by  fome  evil- 
minded  people  to  feduce  the  lower  ranks  in  this  countiy  from  their 
duty  and  allegiance  ;  and  refpefting  this  he  gave  an  elegant  quota- 
tion fi-om  the  Roman  hiilorian  Livy,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that 
when  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  rofe  againit  the  conttituent  au- 
thority of  a  country,  the  confequence  was,  that  nothing  but  anar- 
chy and  confufion  enftied,  and  that  country  was  completely  wretch- 
ed.    He  concluded  with  faying,  that   no  doubt  remained  in  his 
mind,  that  the  charge  was  completely  proved  ;  if,  however,  the  ju- 


(     40     ) 

ry  thought  otherwife,  he  would  be  happy  at  the  acquittal  of  the  pn- 
foner. 

Mr.  Anflruther  fpoke  an  hour  and  fifty  minutes,  in  a  cool,  deli- 
berate, and  elegant  manner,  and  was  liftened  to  with  the  greateil  at- 
tention by  all  prefent  in  court. 

The  lord  prefident  then  proceeded  to  charge  the  jury.  He  be- 
a;an  with  faying,  that  at  a  future  prriod  it  would  no  doubt  furprlfe 
poftsrity  to  hear,  that  in  this  enlightened  age,  crimes  fuch  as  that 
charged  on  the  prifoner,  could  be  committed.  This  country  was 
not  now,  what  it  had  been  fome  hundred  years  ago,  when  civil  li- 
berty was  ill  underilood,  when  agriculture  and  commerce  were  not 
attended  to,  and  when  the  nobles  and  heads  of  clans  ufurped  a  def- 
potic  power  over  their  vafllils  and  dependants.  Then,  nothing  was 
heard  but  family  broils,  and  endlefs  quarrels  for  power  and  plun- 
der.— Plappily,  things  were  now  changed  for  the  better- — the 
power  of  the  nobles  was  reftrifted,  commerce,  agriculture,  and  arts 
flouriflied,  and  the  people,  from  idlenefs  and  poverty,  were  rich 
and  induftrious.  Was  it  not  aftoniihing  then,  faid  his  lordfhip,  that 
at  a  period,  when  the  country  was  fo  profperoiis,  difcontentsfhould 
arife  from  caufes,  of  which  our  forefathers  had  never  thought,  or 
heard  ;  doftrines  (hould  be  broached,  which,  if  acted  upon,  would 
completely  fubvert  all  order  in  fociety,  and  plunge  this  country 
into  all  the  mifery  and  wretchednefs,  which  fo  unhappily  prevailed 
in  a  neighbouring  nation. 

To  illuftrate  this,  his  lordlhip  read  an  extract  from  a  fpeech  de- 
livered in  the  Irifti  parliament,  and  a  quotation  from  an  eminent 
author,  who  tells  the  following  ftory  : — "  S'jppofe,"  fays  the  au- 
thor, "  a  fhip  went  to  fea  completely  manned  ;  the  crew  ailing 
upon  thefe  new  principles  fay, — Why  is  this  man  captain  ?  Why  is 
this  man  at  the  helm  ?  Are  we  not  his  equals,  and  are  not  our  abi- 
lities equally  good  with  the  perfon  at  the  helm  ? — From  words  they 
proceed  to  aftions,  and  deprive  the  ofScers  of  their  command  ;  they 
then  ele6t  others  to  facceed  them,  from  among  themfelves,  throw 
off  all  reftraint,  get  drunk,  and,  in  confequence  of  this,  the  veffel 
drives  among  rocks,  is  loft,  and  every  perfon  on  board  perifhes." 
Such,  faid  his  lordfliip,  mull  be  the  cafe,  if  ignorant  men,  who 
will  not  obey  the  wholefome  reftraints  of  law,  were  to  alTume  to 
themfelves  the  legiflative  and  excecutive  power  of  a  country'. 

His  lordfliip  next  proceeded  to  give  a  clear  and  diftinft  view  of 
the  laws  of  treafon,  in  particular,  thatftatute  upon  which  the  in- 
diftment  was  kid.  He  faid,  that  it  was  a  happy  thing  for  this 
country,  that  at  the  union,  the  treafon  laws  of  both  countrieswere 
made  one,  as  it  prevented  all  uncertainty  about  them  ;  the  treafon 
laws  being  as  well  n-ndcrftood,  as  any  part  of  the  criminal  jurifpru- 
dence  of  this  kingdom. 

His  lordfliip  then  commented  upon  the  different  parts  of  the  evi- 
dence, pointing  out  with  great  precifion  and  candour,  what  w^ 
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for,  and  what  was  againft  the  prifoner,  leaving  the  whole  with  the 
jury.  If  they  found  there  was  not  proof  fufficient  to  convift  the 
prifoner,  or,  if  there  was  even  a  doubt  in  their  minds  of  his  guilt, 
they  oughc  to  acquit  him,  as  mercy  fhould  always  lean  to  the  fide 
of  the  prifoner;  but,  if  on  the  contrary,  they  were  fatisfied  of  his 
guilt,  then  they  were  to  bring  in  their  verdift  accordingly. 

His  lordfhip  fpoke  above  an  hour,  in  his  ufual  able  and  candid 
manner. 

The  jury  were  then  attended  by  two  conftables,  to  be  erkclofed. 
They  remained  out  of  court  about  forty  minutes,  when  they  re- 
turned. 

Clerk  of  arraigns  faid,  gentlemen,  have  you  agreed  on  your  ver- 
-  di6l  ? — Foreman.  Yes. 

Clerk  of  arraigns.  Foreman  of  this  jury,  is  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar,  David  Downie,  guilty  of  the  crime  charged  againft  him  ? 

Foreman.     He  is  GUILTY. 

Counfel  for  the  crown — The  lord  advocate,  folicitor  general,  Mr. 
Anllruther,  Mr.  Dundas :  Mr.  Knapp,  clerk  of  arraigns:  Mr. 
Warrender,  agent. 

Counfel  for  the  prifoner — Mr.  Robert  Cullen,  Mr.  John  Clerk, 
Mr.  A.  Fletcher  :  Mr.  John  Dillon,  agent. 


Ed'tnlurgh,  September  6. 

Tliis  day,  at  three  o'clock,  Robert  Watt  and  David  Downie  be- 
ing brought  to  the  bar,  the  lord  prefident,  after  a  folemn  addrefs  to 
the  prifoners,  pafled  the  following  awful  fentence  on  them  : 

Robert  Watt  and  David  Downie,  you  have  been  found  guilty  of 
high  treafon  by  your  peers  :  the  fentence  of  the  court  is  therefore. 
That  you  be  taken  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  from  thence 
you  fhall  be  drawn  on  a  fledge  to  the  place  of  execution,  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  15th  of  Oftober,  there  to  hang  by  your  necks  until  you 
are  both  dead,  your  hoivels  to  be  taken  out  andcaji  In  your  face,  and  each 
of  your  bodies  to  be  cut  in  four  quarters,  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  his  majef- 
ty  ;  and  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your  fouls  !     ' 

They  received  the  dreadful  fentence  with  much'firmncfs  and 
Gompofure,  and  were  Iiemediately  condu(Sled  to  the  caftle. 


THE     ENDw 


